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After a difficult pandemic 
year, independent dump 
truck drivers are worried 
; about their livelihoods and 
putting food on the table for 
their families. 

Regulations that took effect 
Jan. 1, require dump trucks 
manufactured prior to 2011 to 
undergo expensive retrofits 
(costing up to $40,000), op- 
erate at significantly reduced 
capacity, or be taken off the 
road after 15 years of opera- 
tion. 

“This makes no sense since 
the average lifespan of a 
dump truck is 20 - 25 years,” 
says the Ontario Dump Truck 
Association (ODTA). 

“Manufacturers began to 
use the new truck compo- 
nents starting in 2011. All 
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trucks manufactured previ- 
ously should have been 
grandfathered by the govern- 
ment for the full life span of 
the truck. It would’ve been 
like asking older car owners 
to install air bags - at a huge 
personal cost - after they were 
introduced.” 

The regulation only applies 
to four specific categories of 
trucks, used mainly in the 
construction industry: con- 
crete trucks, water trucks, 
fuels trailers and dump 
trucks. Concrete trucks and 
fuel trailers have been given 
an exemption and allowed to 
operate for 20-25 years, while 
no load limits have been im- 
posed on water trucks. Only 
dump trucks have not been 
accommodated. 
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A convoy of independent dump trucks managed by the Ontario Dump Truck Association takes part in a protest at 
Queens Park late last month. More than 1,000 drivers represented by the ODTA fear that new regulations will 
need to undergo expensive refits or be taken off the road, jeopardizing their livelihoods. (Photo by Jag Gundu) 


“The Ministry claims this is 
a safety issue, but that’s com- 
plete nonsense,” says the 
ODTA. “Older trucks have 
been safely operating and will 
continue to be on the road for 
at least another decade given 
the special permits/exemp- 
tions granted by the govern- 
ment to other categories of 
trucks. There’s simply no 
safety threat posed by dump 
trucks that operate at well su- 
pervised construction sites, 
for only about 6-8 months a 
year, and at very low speeds. 
New technology should al- 
ways be looked at and used, 
but it shouldn’t render exist- 
ing trucks obsolete.” 
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Join us on 
January 10 to 
experience the 
2021 Virtual 


Ceremony! 


4 MissisSauGa 


This week’s feature video. 


a 


Location: 
113 Lakeshore Rd East 
Port Credit, ON, Canada 


Phone Number: 
(905) 486-0191 


Email Address: 
info@zesttorliving.ca Join us today for shopping in a 
bubble call today to 
book your group. 
Zest for Living 
Port Credit 


Shop for gifts, home decor and fashion accessories. We always feature nautical and 
Canadiana collections. Be sure to check out our great selection of greeting cards. 


PWN January 7, 2021_Layout 1 1/7/2021 2:09 AM Page 3 


WEEKLY NEWS 


MISSISSAUGA | BRAMPTON | CALEDON 


Want to join the Premium Membership Program? 
Here's how! 


JOIN 
AND 
WIN! 


Interested in becoming a Premium Member? 
Here’s how! 


For as little as $1 per week (plus HST), Premium 
Members will receive the same great content and 
local journalism provided by Peel Weekly News 
— plus plenty of extras! 


Your membership will entitle you to a “welcome 
package,” with coupons and select deals from sev- 
eral local businesses, restaurants and more in 
Peel Region. You will also be entered into weekly 
draws to win prizes from some of the Region’s 
best experiences. 


Gift certificates, prize packages, tickets, din- 
ners... you name it, it’s within your reach! Sign up 
today and get access to some of Peel’s best prizes! 


Our Membership Program was developed in 
consultation with local businesses and stakehold- 
ers. In these changing times, we realized that we 
need to give our local advertisers a way to effec- 
tively communicate their message on a budget. 


As such, we have adopted a new advertising 
model of offering free ad space to our advertisers 
in exchange for prize items — which we offer in 
turn to you, the reader. 


Prizes will be given away through a weekly draw, 
with the winners being featured in the pages of 
Peel Weekly News. Winners will be notified by 
email, and will have the option to include a profile 
picture of themselves for inclusion in the paper. 


Our Membership Program builds on several ini- 
tiatives launched within the past year, including 
a limited print run distributed through Missis- 
sauga and Brampton, a revamped website launch- 
ing this month and future initiatives to grow and 
expand Peel Weekly News through the Region - 
and beyond! Your investment will help us support 
local advertisers — who will support you in turn! 


Join now, and get in on the ground floor for an 
exciting promotion! Click the link below to be 
taken directly to our purchase page! 


Welcome to the future of Peel Weekly News! 
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thinking of joining? 
Find out more here. 


Special Christmas 
Giveaway 
Details on Pg 4! 
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Voluntary COVID testing program rolls out at Pearson Airport 


by Alex Gregory 


As new regula- 
tions regarding 
COVID-19 tests for 
inbound interna- 
tional _ travellers 
takes effect, the 
province is rolling 
out a_ voluntary 
testing program for 
arrivals at Pearson 
Airport. 

The province said 
Wednesday _ that 


the new program, 
which — launches 
ahead of a federal 
regulation requir- 
ing travellers com- 
ing into the 


country to provide 
a negative COVID- 
19 test within 72 
hours of arrival, is 
intended to put a 
curb on the spread 
of the virus. 


Vv 


“We can’t take 
any unnecessary 
risks,” said _Pre- 
mier Doug Ford, 
flanked by Health 
Minister Christine 
Elliott and Solicitor 
General Sylvia 
Jones during a 
press conference 
Wednesday after- 
noon, who_ indi- 
cated that the new 
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program is in- 
tended to help the 
province stay 
ahead of “new 
threats” like a new 
strain of the 
COVID-19 _ virus 
that has been re- 
ported in con- 
firmed cases in 
Canada and other 
countries without 
the same travel re- 


“Premier Doug nS (left) 


speaks during a press 


conference at Pearson In- 


ternational Airport on _ 


Jan. 6, 2021. (Submitted 


Photo) 


strictions as the 
U.K. 

The program is 
open to anyone en- 
tering the country 
and staying longer 
than 14 days. Pas- 
sengers arriving 
from outside the 
country can pre- 
register to receive a 
test when they ar- 
rive, either per- 
formed by a health 
care provider or a 
self-administered 
test by video. 

"We are working 
closely with our in- 
dustry partners to 
proceed on our 
commitment _ to 
implement testing 
at Pearson to help 
keep people safe 
and stop the 
spread of COVID- 
19 in our commu- 
nities," said Elliott. 
"This airport test- 
ing pilot will test, 
trace and help iso- 
late COVID-19 
cases early and is a 
great step forward 


in protecting our 
borders." 
Travellers will 
still have to self- 
isolate for 14 days, 
regardless of the 
outcome of the 
test, said the 
province in a state- 
ment Wednesday. 
"Introducing test- 
ing at Toronto's 
Pearson Interna- 
tional Airport will 
help stop the trans- 
mission of the 
virus and support 
the development of 
a longer-term test- 
ing strategy needed 
for international 
travel. We remain 
steadfast in our 
commitment to 
doing what is 
needed to protect 
the health and 
safety of Ontari- 
ans," said Jones. 
Travellers can 
register for the 
program by visit- 
ing torontopear- 
son.com/testing. 


Khera steps out of role as COVID 
vacation backlash continues 


Returning from a 


oreign tour, 
Brampton MP 
Kamal Khera an- 


nounced her resig- 
nation from the 
post of Parliamen- 
tary Secretary, as 
public outrage 
continues over a 
flurry of revela- 


tions concerning 
politicians = who 
travelled out of the 
country during 
lockdown meas- 
ures. 

Khera, who 


serves as the MP 
for the Brampton 
West area, said she 
made the decision 
to step down as 
Parliamentary Sec- 
retary for Interna- 
t io nal 
Development after 
attending a memo- 
rial service for her 
close relative in 
Seattle, Washing- 
ton. 

Khera said Sun- 


day that although 

er visit, was 1m- 
portant, in view of 
the circumstances, 
she did not want 
the government to 
be distracted by it. 

She said she went 
to Seattle, Wash- 
ington on Dec. 23 
2020 and returned 
on Dec. 31. 

Khera said the 
memorial was also 
in memory of his 
father, who died in 
September. She 
said less than 10 
people attended 
the memorial, and 
stated in an open 


letter that she has 


always followed 
and will continue 
to follow all the 
public health 
guidelines. 

In Mar. 2020, 
Khera herself was 
infected with the 
COVID-19 _ virus 
but later recov- 
ered. 

She also_ spent 
time as a volunteer 
nurse at Bramp- 
ton's Long Term 
Care Facility. The 
Liberal MP was 
first elected in 
2015 from the 
Brampton West 
constituency. 


Car thieves nabbed after ramming cop cars 


Two men have been 


charged in connection 
with a stolen vehicle 
that was used to ram 
two police cruisers in 
Mississauga this past 
weekend. 

12 Division said Mon- 
day that the suspects 
were arrested after the 
incident, which just 
after midnight on Jan. 
3, in the Dixie and Bri- 
tannia Road East area. 

A vehicle that had 
originally been reported 
stolen on Dec. 1 was 
used to ram two police 
cruisers in the area be- 
fore fleeing the scene. 

Officers located the ve- 
hicle and located the 
driver a short time later, 
who was taken into cus- 
tody. 

A second man was also 
taken into custody at the 
scene of the collision. 


There were no injuries 
sustained to the officers, 
suspects or members of 
the public as a result of 
the collision. 

21 year-old Ikjot Singh, 
of Brampton, was 
charged with multiple 
offences, including op- 
erating a vehicle while 
impaired by drugs, pos- 
session of stolen prop- 
erty, dangerous 
operation of a vehicle 
and failure to_ stop, 
while 23 year-old Jas- 
deep Singh, of Bramp- 
ton, was charged with 
two counts of posses- 
sion of stolen property. 

Both men appeared for 
a bail hearing in Bramp- 
ton court on Jan. 3. 

Anyone with informa- 
tion regarding the case 
is asked to call 12 Divi- 
sion at (905) 453-3311, 
OX, 1DB2. 
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Can we look forward to a brighter 2021? 


(=<) Peter Whitaker 
Publisher 
W 


Is this as good as it 
gets? 

It seemed like yester- 
day that I was planning 
for my year ahead, and I 
though 2020 was going 
to be a good one. 

Boy, was I wrong. Who 
would have imagined a 
year like this, and 
guessed what was to be in 
store for all of us? 

Normal life — just 
stopped, and we have yet 
to get back on both our 
feet, even as 2021 begins. 

The toughest part of all 
this is the confusion and 
not knowing what the 
hell is going on. 

Taking a step out of 
your door means you 
could possibly have 
COVID-19 lurking at 
every turn. Mask or no 
mask, a cluster of people 
standing in front of a cof- 
fee shop puts the fear 
into you with every step 
you take. 

I'll admit all this doom 
and gloom has_ been 
tough on all of us. The 
difference is how each of 
us has been able to cope 
with the changes. Per- 
sonally, I'm in_ that 


bracket of being high 
risk, with diabetes, high 
blood pressure and being 
a cancer survivor. 

I should have bolted the 
door and never left the 
house. All you heard on 
the news was that case 
numbers were rising, and 
that the infection rate 
was almost above 1, the 
magic number _ that 
would again put us in 
lockdown. 

Well, it’s the start of a 
new year and the Vac- 
cines are here. Sure, it is 
going to take a while for 
all of us to receive it, but 
this is all good news! 

Let's quickly review our 
past. If you’re my age, 
your parents lived 


through the end of World 
War 2, atomic bombs, 
the Korean war and 
plenty of other memo- 
rable 
events. 
In our lifetimes, we saw 


world-changing 


Kennedy shot, the Six- 
ties, Watergate, both 
Elvis and John Lennow 
dying, the Gulf War and 
9/11. 

Is "the pandemic of 
2020" bigger than all of 
the above? 

I would say yes. While 
most of the above inci- 
dents were confined 
events, this one is truly a 
worldwide test. 

Just look at the case 
counts here in Canada - 
more than 625,000 have 
contracted the virus at 
some point over the past 


year. 

In the U.S., there have 
been 357,000 deaths. 
Staggering statistics, no 
matter how you look at it. 

I'm in no way belittling 
any of these past events. 
If you lived through 
them, they were huge in 
your lifetime. My parents 
would have been about 11 
when the Second World 


War ended, and at that 
point in history, it clearly 
was the event of their 
lifetime. 

I've been told that one’s 
memory generally starts 
at about four years of 
age. I've lived 59 years 
with my eyes wide open 
and seen plenty of his- 
tory, but this one seems 
different. I think it’s be- 
cause it’s a truly global 
event. All this from an 
optimist, but I still see a 
bright future for us all. 

Let's get our vaccines 
and move on with our 
lives. Some of us are 
looking downhill, not up- 
hill, and need to enjoy 
the time we have left. 

Being “as good as it 
gets” means that our fu- 
ture is in each of our own 
hands. 

Happy New Year, and 
here’s to a brighter 2021. 


Independent truckers fear new rules will “brake” dump 
truck industry 


the reach of most 


Continued from Pg 1 tion in work and in- 

dé come. 
trucks that drivare The new regula- 
tions will mean 


have invested hun- 
dreds of thousands 
of dollars in, with 
the expectation that 
they will be able to 
use them for their 
entire life span, and 
earn a living.” 

The vast majority 
of the truck own- 
ea are 
independent. They 
work hard every 
day to build roads, 
bridges, hospitals, 
homes and other 
essential infrastruc- 
ture. 

The industry has 
been hit hard by 
eer but 
truckers have con- 
tinued to work 
through the pan- 
demic with about a 
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shortages, delays, 
longer build times 
and higher con- 
struction costs. 

The government 
continues to show 
their lack of knowl- 
edge of the industry 
by suggesting older 
trucks can operate 
at reduced capacity, 
says one driver. 

“The reduced load 
they are permitting, 
amounts to about a 
one-third decrease 
in what our trucks 
can carry. Nobody 
will hire or use that 
truck. We'll be out 
of business,” says 
Jaskarun Singh, an 
independent 
trucker. 

A $40,000 retro- 
fit is simply beyond 


independent truck- 
ers. “The govern- 
ment says we've 
had years to pre- 
pare - but we work 
to put food on the 
table. We _ don’t 
have those kinds of 
funds to spend on 
something that 
should not have 
been required in 
the first place,” says 
Craig Green, an in- 
dependent trucker. 

Finally, the gov- 
ernment has not 
provided any sup- 
eae to the industry 
or retrofits and has 
only recently 
started informing 
operators of the en- 
forcement meas- 
ures starting Jan 1. 

In 2016, the gov- 
ernment assured 
the industry that no 
policy would move 


—o- 


forward withoutthe The Ford govern- 
consensus of thein- ment says they are 
dustry. pro small business 

Therehasbeenno and dedicated to 


meaningful consul- 
tation with groups 
that represent 
dump truck owners 
and numerous 
meeting requests by 
the ODTA were de- 
layed or cancelled 
until the industry 
started protest ac- 
tions, according to 
representatives 
from the associa- 
tion. 


keeping the econ- 
omy moving. The 
ODTA is calling on 
them to come to the 
table and work to- 
ward practical solu- 
tions. They are 
asking all members 
of the public to con- 
tact their local MPP 
and Minister Caro- 
line Mulroney to 
tell them to act on 
this issue. 
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A new year, and a time to reflect on our impact 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


Once again, we 
welcome the new 
year... but this year, 
things are looking a 
bit different. 

When the new year 
comes, we usually 
pray for happiness, 
joy, health and pros- 
perity for ourselves, 
our friends and our 
loved ones. 

As we all know, 
2020 will be re- 
garded as a historic 
year in all our lives. 

The COVID-19 
pandemic utterly up- 
ended our sense of 
normal and changed 
the way we operate. 

The virus has de- 
stroyed many fami- 
lies, and shattered 
many businesses. 

A whole year has 
passed, and people 
are hoping to get a 
little relief from the 
virus, and hope to 
have a better life. 

Issues that affect 
women, including 
our partners, moth- 
ers, daughters, sis- 
ters, friends and 
ourselves, have been 
especially prevalent 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic, with eco- 
nomic, social and 
physical crises faced 
by women of all 


ged. 
Ironically, this cri- 
sis has provided a 


platform that can 
raise people's aware- 
ness of these issues, 
and change our daily 
attitudes, habits, and 
work styles to benefit 
all of us. 

Many of our goals 
for 2020 may not 
have been achieved 
yet, but the epidemic 
taught us an impor- 
tant lesson in life — 
that our loved ones 
face a challenging 
test at any moment 
in life. 

We may have to go 
through this too, and 
we have to. stay 
strong physically, 
emotionally and 
mentally. 

Our ability to 
achieve our goals in 
2020 has undoubt- 
edly been affected, 
but our goalsetting 
has not been af- 
fected. The fast pace 
of life never stops. 

So, we have to plan 
for the present as 
well as the future. 
We need to set more 
realistic goals. Like 
the new rising sun of 
the new year, let us 
refresh our minds 
once again. 

Let us breathe new 
hope. 

The pandemic is 
not over yet. The dis- 
tribution of vaccines 
at the national and 
international levels is 
in full swing, but it 
will take weeks, if not 


months, to see 
demonstrable im- 
pact. 


Until the vaccine is 


available, we have to 
be very careful for 
ourselves and our 
families. 

Not only are men 
suffering due to the 
virus, but women are 
suffering from the 
economic impact of 
the virus worldwide. 

Women have been 
disproportionately 
affected — they are 
more likely to fall 
into poverty , are al- 
ready more likely to 
earn less salary, have 
less savings, and are 
more likely to be un- 
stable at work, 
alongside _—_ people 
who are already 
stressed due to work 
demands. 

The epidemic has 
exacerbated the cur- 
rent gender inequal- 
ity between women 
and girls and may af- 
fect the way they re- 
ceive treatment and 
care, as detailed in 
numerous _ studies 
and reports pub- 
lished throughout 
the past year. 

In times of crisis, 
sexual and reproduc- 
tive health services 
and commodities are 
often overlooked, but 
women continue to 
need family plan- 
ning, menstrual 
health supplies, and 
maternal health care. 

This is a particu- 
larly worrying time 
for pregnant women 
and women who 
need regular health 
services. 


Epidemics and 


their accompanying 
stress may also in- 
crease the risk of do- 
mestic abuse and 
other forms of gen- 
der-based violence. 

But really, in this 
year's COVID-19 cli- 
mate, women have 
stepped up with a lot 
of courage and effi- 
ciency, from the of- 
fice to the school, 
juggling the de- 
mands of children in 
online learning pro- 
grams, their loved 
ones, and everything 
in between. 

We will not think of 
any significant and 
theoretical concept 
about this new year, 
but we will consider 
what the last Corona 
year taught us in re- 
ality as a lesson for 
life. 

The most signifi- 
cant resolution is to 
save money and not 
waste it. In this re- 
gard, 2020 _ has 
taught us the most 
that at some point in 
life, when there is a 
turning point, when 
the work stops, then 
the saved capital be- 
comes the only sup- 
port. 

In 2020, the num- 
ber of people who 
lost their jobs, 
labourers or assis- 
tants, saw a marked 
rise. 

Everyone helped 
on their own, or 
many countries’ gov- 
ernments supported 
families with COVID 
benefits, | whether 


through clothes, food 
or money, or in some 
other way. We offer 
our thanks to those 
people who helped 
others support their 
own lives and reach 
their destinations. 

Helping is not just 
a matter of assisting 
small shopkeepers, 
but also of hard- 
working people, to 
buy something with- 
out bargaining, to be 
motivated to work 
hard and_— earn 
money, not by doing 
wrong. 

This year, we must 
resolve to help the 
needy and _hard- 
working people in 
any way we can. 

The most impor- 
tant thing we have 
learned over the year 
is that it is essential 
to keep ourselves 
healthy. 

The more we are fit 
inside and out, the 
more our immunity 
will increase, and we 
will be able to fight 
diseases like this 
virus. 

This year, decide to 
exercise and take 
great care with a 
healthy and nutri- 
tious diet. A person 
who applies it to 
themself applies it 
automatically to all 
family members. 

Our physicians and 
healthcare _ profes- 
sionals, often face 
many difficulties in 
treating patients in 
their work in real life. 

In 2020, our doc- 
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tors, other health 
workers and the po- 
lice department all 
worked day and 
night to take care of 
the people's health, 
working day and 
night regardless of 
their families and 
homes. 

We must respect all 
such people, espe- 
cially doctors, who 
are like the angels of 
the earth, to believe 
in their treatment 
and respect this pro- 
fession. 

In our society, peo- 
ple from different 
walks of life con- 
tribute to making our 
lives easier and more 
comfortable, 
whether in agricul- 
ture, healthcare or 
the media. Each sec- 
tor has its own set of 
goals. 

If we respect each 
other's work within 
our circle and moti- 
vate others to do the 
same, there will defi- 
nitely be a significant 
positive change in 
society. 

This year, let's set 
our goals and make 
resolutions based on 
the new lessons we 
learned from last 
year, which will 
make our lives and 
the lives of our fami- 
lies better. 

We, our family, our 
society, will have in- 
tellectual develop- 
ment and be better 
off as a result. That 
will be the true im- 
pact. 


BUSINESS COMMUNITY ANNUAL ADDRESS 


Chair 
Michelle McCollum 
Brampton Board of Trade 


Mayor 
Patrick Brown 
City of Brampton 
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Peel Matters: Hope and Hazards on the Horizon 


by Catherine Soplet 

Peel Weekly 
News last pub- 
lished its regular 
edition on Christ- 
mas Eve, Dec. 24. 

That week, peo- 
ple bustled as best 
they could for 
Christmas and 
other __ holidays, 
ahead of an On- 
tario-wide _ lock- 
down. 

Media covered 
the “Christmas 
Star” celestial 
event, a rare 800- 
year alignment of 
planets Jupiter and 
Saturn close to the 
horizon in early 
evening skies 
which seemed to 
recreate the bright 
Star of Bethlehem 
that appeared 
when baby Jesus 
was born. 

The secular side 
of me drew a paral- 
lel between Christ- 
mas then and now. 

The same kinds 
of hazards are 
faced by an expec- 
tant family, by a 
government dictate 
to relocate and 
hunker down, to be 
subjected to dis- 
crimination and 
stigma. 


Now, as_ then, 
parents stir with 
hopes and courage 
in greeting their 
newest love in life. 

Tonight is Ortho- 
dox Christmas Eve, 
as Peel Weekly 
goes to press. 

The secular side 
of me notes just 
how unorthodox a 
day in history it has 
been. 

Today, the world 
bore witness to in- 


comparable haz- 
ard, in a 
culmination of 


brazen assaults in- 
tent on wrecking 
American democ- 
racy ahead of certi- 
fying its 2020 
presidential elec- 
tion. 

Hope, courage 
and a reckoning of 
the attempted coup 
begins tomorrow. 

Those privileged 
with seats in U.S. 
federal overn- 
ment stood up to 
reknit a bipartisan 
stand __ together, 
based on truth and 
the U.S. Constitu- 
tion. 

Elected represen- 
tatives had a 
shared experience 


to hunker down 
under gas masks as 
thugs broke into 
lawmaker cham- 
bers. Fortunately, 
Capitol Hill law en- 
forcement arrived 
just in time. 

In debate on ob- 
jections to certify 
Pennsylvania’s 
electoral college 
votes, non-objec- 
tors drew attention 
called upon Re- 
publicans to imag- 
ine the lives of 
their constituents 
who have been 
continuously sub- 
jected to mob vio- 
lence, without 
relief and without 
rescue. 

COVID-19 was 
the worst of unex- 
pected hazards in 
2020. As it wors- 
ened the underly- 
ing hazards _ of 
climate change, 
racism and 
poverty, it exposed 
the intersection of 
these conditions 
that could’ be 
mapped and 
matched up by 
caseload with 
postal code. 

Identified by ex- 
perts in Jan. 2020, 


COVID-19 was ig- 
nored by most oth- 
ers until the World 
Health Organiza- 
tion declared the 
pandemic on Mar. 


11. 

The loss of life 
and livelihood cou- 
pled with shame- 
less profiteering is 
countered by hope 
and courage on the 
frontline, and in 
acts of kindness. 

But hope is on the 
horizon. 

Based on truth in 
science, and 


standing together, 
international col- 
laboration brings 
hope for stabilizing 


health in 2021. 

Witness the un- 
precedented speed 
in production of 
the Pfizer vaccine, 
then Moderna, 
with more in late 
trials and = ap- 
provals. 

Canada’s hazard 
in COVID-19 vac- 
cine response is to 
hoard __ precious 
vials in freezers in- 
stead of getting 
shots into arms. 

Maybe our 
elected representa- 
tives are taking to 
heart the truism 
coined by former 
Prime Minister 
Pierre Elliott 


Trudeau that de- 
picted relations be- 
tween Canada and 
the United States. 

“Living next to 
you (America) is in 
some ways like 
sleeping with an 
elephant. No mat- 
ter how friendly 
and even-tem- 
pered the beast, 
one is affected by 
every twitch and 
grunt.” 

Let’s hope they 
have not. On behalf 
of our neighbours 
to the south, we 
need to say in- 
stead, “Courage, 
my love.” 


kw Smee gala 


Headwaters 


arts 


Jan 5- Feb 28 
Online 
www.headwatersarts.com — 


Gail Backus, Ed Clark, Marnie Cooke, Jolar 
Kelly, Patty Maher, Deborah Powell 


ir, 


Attention small businesses 


wae 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


oir 


a os 


ey ) — - 
 CACD WINTER SESSION .* 
x goth 
ees Sa 
* . “wae 


THE PROJECT WILL HAVE FIVE MAIN COMPONENTS 
Financial literacy & Entrepreneurship, Digital ‘literacy, Black 


Canadian History, leadership & Mentoring, and Cmployability 
FEBRUARY 1ST -MARCH 31ST, 202 
Contact Ron - 647-339-2223 
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Congratulations to the winners of the Dec. 16, 2020 Christ- 
mas giveaway! 

William Graham, Cathy Easton, Michael Spaziani and 
Catherine Moser were the lucky winners of this month’s 
draw, which included several fantastic prizes, including Nic 
& Syd watches, a Viewpoint by Timex rose-gold ladies’ watch, 
a packaged basketball from Superfan Nav Bhatia and a dual 
activity tracker/watch from Everlast. All winners will be no- 
tified of their prize this week, along with shipping details. 
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me ae 


Barre. 


SR 


The Compass 


You Can Help 

e volunteer 

e donate funds or food 
e hold a food drive 


thecompass.ca 


Stay tuned for more giveaways - and how you can promote 
your product or service in the pages of Peel Weekly News! 

Additionally, look forward to additional announcements re- 
garding our Premium Membership Program, revamped web- 
site and more in the pages of Peel Weekly News over the 
coming weeks! 

Special thanks to Let’s Get Together for providing this 
month’s giveaway prizes! 


Here’s to a safe - and successful - New Year! 
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Fourth support worker dies from 
COVID, union confirms 


Friends, family 
and fellow union 
members are in 
mourning after a 
nurse working at a 
Mississauga long- 
term care home in 
Mississauga died 
due to COVID-19. 

SEIU Healthcare, 
the union that rep- 
resents over 60,000 
frontline healthcare 
workers in Ontario, 
confirmed the 
death of registered 
nurse Maureen Am- 
bersley on Wednes- 
day, who worked at 
the Extendicare re- 
tirement home in 
Mississauga. 

Ambersley, who 
worked as a Regis- 
tered Practical 
Nurse  (RPN) for 
the last 16 years, 
was taken to 
Brampton Civic 
Hospital on Dec. 25 
after developing 
symptoms. Exten- 
dicare announced 
an outbreak at its 
facility on Dec. 18, 
though it is not con- 
firmed whether 
Ambersley con- 
tracted the virus on 
the job or at an- 
other location. 


Ambersley passed 
away Tuesday, at 
the age of 57. 

SEIU said it has 
reached out to 
Maureen's family to 
offer support. 


"Maureen's fam- 
ily, friends and col- 
leagues are in deep 
sorrow,” said SEIU 
president Sharleen 
Stewart. “On behalf 
of our union family, 
I extend our deep- 
est sympathies to 
Maureen's family, 
as well as her close 
friends and _ col- 


leagues who we 
know loved her like 
a sister. 

Maureen _repre- 
sented everything 
good about what it 
means to serve your 
community. For her 
last birthday she 
encouraged friends 
to make donations 
to SickKids Hospi- 
tal Foundation. 
Maureen dedicated 
her working life to 
caring for our most 
vulnerable as a 
nurse in long-term 
care.” 


Ambersley is the 
fourth member of 
the union to have 
died from the virus, 
following personal 
support workers 
Christine Mande- 
garian, Arlene Reid 
and Sharon 
Roberts. 

A fundraiser has 
been created in 
Maureen’s name, 
and be accessed by 
visiting 
gofundme.com/f/m 
aureen-ambersley- 
rpn-frontline-hero. 


Program 


Trio nabbed in connection 


with Brampton carjacking 


Three men are 
under arrested in 
connection with a 
carjacking that took 
place in Brampton 
on Dec. 30, police 
confirm. 

Investigators from 
Peel Police’s Central 
Robbery Bureau 
said late last week 
that the suspects 
were arrested in 
connection with an 
incident that oc- 
curred in the Tim- 
berlane Drive and 
Elmstead Court 
area, when police 
received a call from 
aman who reported 
that he was as- 
saulted and had his 
vehicle was stolen. 

The victim, a de- 
livery driver, told 
police that he was 
accosted by an indi- 
vidual while deliver- 
ing packages, who 
subsequently 
punched him. Im- 
mediately _—_ after- 
wards, the suspect 
attempted to steal 
the victim’s vehicle. 
The victim grabbed 
onto the vehicle and 
was dragged almost 


@ Monthly Group Q&A Call 


800 metres before 
losing his grip, and 
sustained serious 
but non-life-threat- 
ening injuries in the 
process. 

Police later lo- 
cated the vehicle 
several hours later 
in Mississauga, with 
three suspects being 
arrested without in- 
cident immediately 
afterwards. 

22 year-old 
Jaideep Singh, of 
Brampton, 42 year- 
old Rupinder Brar, 
of Brampton, and 
28 year-old Gurdip 
Singh, of Brampton, 
were charged with 
multiple offences, 
including property 
obtained by crime, 
failure to comply 
and robbery. All 
three men attended 
Brampton court on 
Dec. 31 for a bail 
hearing. 

Anyone with addi- 
tional information 
regarding the case is 
asked to call police 
at (905) 453-2121, 
ext. 3410. 


@ Weekly Commitment Check-Ins via Email 


@ Maximum 5 People per Program 


Letters submitted to 
Peel Weekly News 
may be edited for 
grammar and clar- 
ity. 
Below is a photo 
taken on Jan. 3, 2021 
in Brampton's Down- 
town Garden Square. 

Brampton and Peel 
is the hot spot in 
Canada for COVID 
outbreaks, surpassing 
those recorded in 
Toronto, Montreal, 
Vancouver, Calgary 
and other larger mu- 
nicipalities. 

Why did Brampton 
Mayor Patrick Brown, 
when alerted to the 
situation, refuse to in- 
tercede and _ order 
both the Peel Re- 
gional Police and the 
dozens of private se- 
curity officers the city 
employs who were 
both onsite, to break 
up the gathering and 
ticket the organizers 
and any who refused 
to disperse? 

The City of Bramp- 
ton requires valid per- 
mits to use the 
downtown square and 
also permits are re- 
quired to have a 
portable PA system 
and gas-powered gen- 
erator. 

The event was allow 
to continue for at least 
two hours where 
more individuals were 
allowed to participate 
and joined in. 

It's behaviour such 
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as this and the lack of 
response by city offi- 
cials to gatherings like 
these which if. left 
unchecked and un- 
challenged by those in 
position of authority 
only serves to encour- 
age similar activities 
which contributes to 
the alarming rise of 
confirmed COVID-19 
in Peel and in particu- 
lar Brampton. 

There have been 
dozens of similar 
gatherings at busy in- 
tersections happening 
all over Brampton 
and throughout the 
city where there has 
been little or no effort 
to restrict or discour- 
age and stop these un- 
lawful assemblies. 

With attitudes such 
as these by both by 
Brampton residents 
and politicians, it's no 


wonder why Bramp- 
ton is the COVID ‘hot 
spot’ in Canada ... by 
my count, at one 
point the crowd num- 
ber ed over 200 indi- 
viduals, many not 
social distancing or 
wearing masks or 
wearing masks im- 


properly. 
Besides Mayor 
Brown, two down- 


town Brampton City 
Councillors, Paul Vi- 
cente and Jeff Bow- 


man were _ also 
notified by text mes- 
sages. 


Text messages in- 
cluding these images 
were also sent to On- 
tario Premier Doug 
Ford asking him to 
personally intercede 
when no action was 
being taken to dis- 
perse the unlawful as- 
sembly. 
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Letter to the Editor 


Mayor Brown and 
Brampton Downtown 
Councillor Paul Vi- 
cente, recently elected 
to the BofD of the As- 
sociation of Munici- 
palities of Ontario 
[AMO], didn't reply to 
text messages. 

The only reply came 
from Councillor Jeff 
Bowman, who said 
his request to Mayor 
Brown was ignored. 
Bowman is the only 
city councillor on the 
Brampton Emergency 
Measures Organiza- 
tion [BEMO] and he 
felt compelled to act 
on this information, 
but feels the lack of 
response from Mayor 
Brown was both de- 
moralizing and a real 
slap in the face. 


Peter 
Brampton 


Bailey, 


Police looking for leads in 
connection with large fight 


Investigators 
from 22 Divi- 
sion’s Criminal 


Investigation 
Bureau are 
seeking the 


public’s help in 
identifying and 
locating a vehi- 
cle that fled the 
scene of a large 
fight that oc- 
curred last 
month in 
Brampton. 

On “Dec. 14, 
2020, around 
1:05 a.m. in the 
Ruth Avenue 
and Kennedy 
Road area, po- 
lice responded 
to reports of a 
large group of 
males that were 
fighting on the 


roadway. 
An _ investiga- 
tion revealed 


that two men 
were walking in 
the area and 
were assaulted 
by several other 
males who 
began to assault 


them usin 
swords an 
bats. Both vic- 


tims were trans- 
ported to a local 
hospital with 


non-life threat- 
ening injuries. 
A black or dark 
coloured Jeep 
Wrangler with 
damage to the 
front wind- 
shield was seen 
fleeing the area, 
almost striking 
several people 
in the process. 
Soon after, po- 


lice identified 
those involved 
and arrested 
and charged 


twelve men with 
the assault on 
both victims. 
Investigators 
have been at- 
tempting to lo- 
cate a black or 
dark coloured 
Jeep Wrangler 
with damage to 
the front wind- 
shield and is 
asking the pub- 
lic for their as- 
sistance. 
Anyone with 
information re- 
garding the in- 
cident is asked 
to call 22 Divi- 
sion at (905) 
453-2121 ~— ext. 


3233) 


Province ups vaccine schedule at Peel LTCs, additional regions 


by Alex Gregory 
Peel is one of sev- 
eral regions which 
will see the vaccina- 
tion schedule for 
employees in long- 
term care (LTC) fa- 
cilities accelerated, 
the province an- 
nounced Tuesday. 
Premier Doug 
Ford, Health Minis- 
ter Christine Elliott 
and other represen- 
tatives rolled out an 
aggressive 
timetable for resi- 
dents and workers 
at LTC facilities, 
with the aim of vac- 
cinating all staff 
and residents in 


Peel, Toronto, York 
and Windsor-Essex 
by Jan. 21. 

The province pre- 
viously oversaw the 
first doses of the 
Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine delivered in 
mid-December. 
Since then, more 
than 50,000 doses 
of the vaccine have 
been given, with 
more than 26,000 
administered to 
healthcare workers 
and staff in LTC/re- 
tirement homes. 

The second 
COVID-19 vaccine, 
developed by Mod- 


erna, has_ also 
reached the 
province, with ap- 
proximately 3,000 
doses admistered to 
24 LTC sites from 
Dec. 24 - Jan. 3, but 
more must be done, 
said Elliott. 
"Ontario contin- 
ues to make impor- 
tant progress in 
quickly and safely 
vaccinating our 
frontline —_ health 
care workers, our 
most vulnerable 
and those at great- 
est risk, and we 
continue to admin- 
ister doses to thou- 


sands of Ontarians 
across the 
province," said EI- 
liott Tuesday. 
“(We’ve) put a plan 
in place to get these 
doses. distributed 
and administered 
as quickly as possi- 
ble and that plan is 
working." 

The province also 
announced that it 
had received nearly 
53,000 doses of the 
Moderna __ vaccine 
from the federal 
government on 
Dec. 30, with the 
intent of vaccinat- 
ing residents and 


—o- 


staff at high-risk 
LTC sites within a 
day of receiving a 
shipment. 

Since the start of 
the pandemic, the 
province has_ in- 
vested $1.38 billion 
into LTC homes to 
combat the virus. 
Outbreaks continue 
to occur at high- 
risk facilities, 
prompting calls for 
additional support 
and, in some cases, 
military interven- 
tion. 

"We continue to 
do everything we 
can to help stop the 


spread of this virus 
and protect our 
most vulnerable, as 
well as the staff who 
have been working 
tirelessly to keep 
residents safe," said 
Minister of Long- 
Term Care Merillee 
Fullerton. 

"While we rollout 
the vaccine as 
quickly as possible, 
we are also provid- 
ing additional sup- 
port to help homes 
detect any cases 
early so that the 
virus can be con- 
tained.” 
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Three protestors under arrest in connection with December event 


Atrio of protestors 
have been arrested in 
connection with a 
Dec. 11 event that re- 
sulted in amonument 
and the surrounding 
area at Peel Police 
Headquarters being 
defaced. 

Members of the 
Malton’s People 
Movement, including 
30 year-old Jason Lee 
Hoy, of Mississauga, 
50 year-old Derek 
Francique and 34 
year-old Chantelle 
Krupka, were arrested 
and charged with one 
count each of mischief 
over $5,000 in con- 
nection with two sep- 
arate protests, which 
saw participants at- 


temd two different 
police divisions in 
Peel, causing property 
damage. 

During the Dec. 11 
event, participants 
splashed a monument 
and surrounding area 
with a substance that 
was described by 
some as “fake blood”. 

11 Division also re- 
ported that Krupka, 
who was shot and in- 
jured by a Peel Police 
officer last summer, 
received a_ second 
charge of mischief 
over $5,000 in con- 
nection in connection 
with the defacing of 
the monument. 

The protestors, who 
identified themselves 


as the “Malton Peo- 
ple’s Movement 
(MPM)” spoke out 
against instances of 
alleged brutality 
against Black resi- 
dents, including 
D’Andre Campbell, a 
Brampton _ resident 
who was shot and 
killed by an officer in 
April after calling po- 
lice to attend the 
home regarding a do- 
mestic dispute. 

On Dec. 14, the 
province’s Special In- 
vestigations Unit 
(SIU) issued a state- 
ment indicating that 
they believed there 
was “no basis” to lay 
criminal charges 
against the officer in- 


volved in Campbell’s 
death, though it cites 
issues with the way 
the situation was han- 
dled, including no at- 
tempts made _ to 
verbally calm down 
Campbell, who had 
schizophrenia, at the 
time of the incident. 

Peel Police said in a 
statement late last 
month that the pro- 
testors were “verbally 
abusive” towards offi- 
cers attempting to 
speak with them, and 
that the protest 
turned “confronta- 
tional and aggres- 
sive,” highlighting the 
paint thrown at the 
Peel Police monu- 
ment. 


“This monument, 
similar to others 
across our country, 
memorializes those 
who have paid the ul- 
timate sacrifice and 
have been killed on 
duty,” the force said 
on Dec. 19. 

Others sympathized 
with the group’s ac- 
tions, saying the inci- 
dent was part of a 
trend of police vio- 
lence against innocent 
individuals and that 
the police have esca- 
lated the situation. 

“A community is 
protesting in grief, 
and are being met 
with escalation by 
Peel Police,” said 
artist and _ writer 


Daniel Rotsztain in a 
social media post. 
“Protesters are justifi- 
ably angry, but the 
Police have the 
money/guns: surely 
there are other ways 
to address this. 

The police's violent 
response seems to be 
their only tool, and it 
is shameful.” 

The female protes- 
tor arrested at Satur- 
day’s demonstration 
will appear in Bramp- 
ton court on Feb. 21, 
2021 to answer to the 
charges. 


- With PWN Files 


New study shows cultural safety differences affect perception 
of Palliative Care in South Asian populations 


When dealing with 
a life-limiting illness, 
palliative care can 
improve the quality 
of life for patients 
and families. 

However, for many 
people, the fear of 
“end of life” care pre- 
vents them from ex- 
ploring it, according 
to a new study. 

The study, released 
by William Osler 
Health System 
(Osler) and McMas- 
ter University on 
Wednesday, exam- 
ined awareness of 
palliative care in the 
South Asian commu- 
nity and found that 
culture plays a criti- 
cal role in the percep- 
tion of palliative care. 

This perception, in 
turn, affects whether 
or not patients will be 
open to receiving it, 
the study says. 

Funded by a Mc- 
Master University, 
Department of Fam- 
ily Medicine, Pilot 
Research Project 
Funding Grant, the 
observational study 
is one of the few per- 
son-centered _ pallia- 
tive care studies 
focused on the South 
Asian community 
outside India. 

The results showed 
that seventy per cent 
of participants in the 
study had a lack of 
understanding _—_ of 
palliative care and 


forty-four per cent 
thought that pallia- 
tive care went against 
their values and be- 
liefs. 

At the same time, 
many of the partici- 
pants agreed that 
when facing a life- 
limiting illness, they 
wanted to ensure 
that they or their 
family members had 
a better quality of life 
and alleviated suffer- 
ing — which is what 
the palliative care 
paradigm provides. 

“This research is an 
essential first step in 
understanding how 
the South Asian com- 
munity perceives 
what it’s like to deal 
with a serious illness 
and their fears about 
palliative care,” said 
Dr. Naheed Dosani, 
Palliative Care physi- 
cian, William Osler 
Health System. 

“Too often in health 
care a one size fits all 
approach is used in 
communities with di- 
verse populations. 
This study illustrates 
how creating cus- 
tomized approaches 
focusing on the needs 
of the local commu- 
nity will allow us to 
provide more effec- 
tive palliative care.” 

Recent Ontario re- 
search also indicates 
that immigrants of 
South Asian origin 
are at a higher risk of 


aggressive end-of-life 
care that is often con- 
trary to their wishes. 

There is a strong 
likelihood that per- 
ceptions of palliative 
care within the South 
Asian populations 
are contributing to 
this. 

“Being aware of 
cultural differences is 
an important part of 
working with pa- 
tients,” said Dr. Mar- 
tin Chasen, Medical 
Director of Support- 
ive and Palliative 
Care, William Osler 
Health System. “This 
study is a key part of 
Osler’s mandate to 
strengthen our ex- 
pertise in treating di- 
verse populations 


and to ensure all our 
patients have access 


to safe, compassion- 
ate, quality care.” 

Other key findings 
in the study showed 
that participants had 
differing attitudes 
when it came to talk- 
ing about death — 
ranging from dis- 
comfort to frank ac- 
ceptance. 

Participants also 
acknowledged the 
key role of the family 
in providing care. 
While the study 
showed education is 
necessary to change 
common perceptions 
of palliative care, cul- 
tural values, faith, 
and spiritual beliefs 
didn’t _ necessarily 
pose a barrierto par- 
ticipants accepting 
palliative care serv- 
ices. 


“Insights from this 
study will have impli- 
cations on the devel- 
opment and 
implementation of 
culturally competent 
palliative care serv- 
ices for health care 
professionals,” said 
Dr. David Price, 
Chair and Professor, 
McMaster University 
Department of Fam- 
ily Medicine. 

“The term ‘pallia- 
tive care’ can mean 
so many things, and 
this research illus- 
trates the importance 
of taking into ac- 
count cultural differ- 
ences when 
recommending care 
in diverse popula- 
tions.” 

The study was con- 
ducted out of Bramp- 


ton Civic Hospital, 
where the surround- 
ing community per 
capita population of 
South Asian immi- 
grants and peoples of 
descent is seventy 
per cent. 

“I always thought 
palliative care was fo- 
cused on end-of-life 
care,” said Tejinder 
Cheema, the daugh- 
ter of an Osler pallia- 
tive care patient. 

“However, _ after 
speaking with the 
team at Brampton 
Civic and learning 
that palliative care is 
focused on managing 
symptoms and im- 
peovine quality of 
ife, I was happy to 
include it in my 
mother’s treatment 
plan.” 


° 
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Field hospitals set up 
as COVID counts spike 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Neighbouring mu- 
nicpalities are setting 
up “field hospitals” to 
handle a spike in 
COVID-19 case 
counts during the 
post-holiday surge, 
several hospitals have 
revealed. 

With the number of 
cases of Covid-19 
having rose sharply 
in the past week, con- 
ditions have deterio- 
rated to the point 
where many regions 
are being forced to 
build field hospitals. 

The burden on 
Canada's health care 
system is now clear, 
says one frontline 
professional. 

"In the last three or 
four weeks alone, 
we've noticed a sig- 
nificant increase in 
the number of 
COVID-19 cases and 
hospital admissions," 
said Dr. Ian Pereira, 
Chief of Staff at 
Joseph Brent Hospi- 
tal 


The first field hospi- 
tal was built in April 
on Joseph Brent Hos- 
pital's grounds in 
Burlington, Ontario. 
It was named the 
Pandemic Response 
Unit. 

The hospital, which 
has been ready for 
months, has never 
been used. 

The 16,000-square- 
foot hospital has 76 
beds and will begin 
admitting patients 
this week. This step 


had to be taken be- 
cause it had to be 
paved for scheduled 
surgeries and other 
important services. 

The focus on 
COVID-19 has also 
had a detrimental ef- 
fect on other services, 
says Pereira. 

"Those who will be 
shifted to the field 
unit will be COVID- 
19 patients who have 
already been treated 
at the original hospi- 
tal and whose condi- 
tion will improve," 
Pereira said. "We will 
send these patients to 
this field hospital." 
We are going to shift 
so that other sick 
people can be treated 
and cared for in time. 

Over the past seven 
days, 4,000 COVID- 
19 patients have been 
treated in Canadian 
hospitals, of which 
770 are in critical 
care. An internal field 
hospital has been set 
up on the vacant floor 
of a hospital in 
Oakville, | Ontario. 
This 100-bed hospital 
will be used only if 
the capacity of the 


hospitals is ex- 
hausted. 
The situation is 


such that now the ca- 
pacity of mortuaries 
is also responding. 
Hospital officials 
have brought in a re- 
frigerator trailer after 
the Regional Mortu- 
ary in London, On- 
tario, was filled. 
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Overseas candidates cannot 
claim sickness benefits: Trudeau 


Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau 
says the federal 
government 1S 
making changes to 
the $1,000  sick- 
ness benefit. 

The federal gov- 
ernment will en- 
sure that those 
traveling for non- 
essential reasons 
do not receive 
these benefits 
while being quar- 
antined on their 
return to Canada. 

In his first ad- 
dress of the year 
from Rideau Cot- 
tage, Trudeau de- 
nounced all those 
who traveled inter- 
nationally during 
the holiday season. 

His office con- 
firmed that the 

rime munister 

ad not one 
abroad for the hol- 
idays and that he 
had spent all of his 
holidays at home 
with his family. 

He said_ that 
many people have 
made a very good 
decision by not 
eon abroad for 

olidays. 

“There is a rea- 
son why Canadi- 
ans are taking such 
tough decisions. 
There is a reason 
why so many 
Canadians have 
contributed. They 
did so out of con- 
cern for the well- 


being of those 
around them,” 
said Trudeau. 

The Canada Re- 
cove Sickness 
Benetit (CSRB) 
was first unveiled 
last summer, de- 
signed for workers 
who are ill or who 
have to self-isolate 
at home for 
COVID-19 related 
reasons or who 
have other ail- 
ments that make 
them afraid of get- 
ting the coron- 
avirus. 

Workers would 
receive $500 per 


week for two 
weeks under this 
program. 

Concerns arose 
when Canadians 
returning from 
overseas trips 
began to claim 
these benefits 


when they had to 
quarantine them- 
selves. 

Trudeau made it 
clear that the ben- 
efits were not for 
Canadians return- 
ing from vacation 
abroad and quar- 
antining. 

"That's why we 
want to fix it now," 


Trudeau said. 
However, it was 
not immediately 


clear if the change 
would take place 
before Parliament 
convenes later this 
month. 


Sheridan grad dies in tragic 
accident over holidays 


Friends and family 
are mourning the 
death of a Brampton 
man who suffered a 
tragic accident dur- 
ing an overseas trip 
with family mem- 
bers over the Christ- 
mas holidays. 

Manjot Singh, a 
22-year-old resident 
who worked as a 
truck driver in 
Canada, was on a 
trip visiting his sis- 
ter in Fontana, Cali- 
fornia on Dec. 30, 
two days before the 
New Year, when a 
large rock hit him in 
the head during a 
walk at a mountain 
range with his sis- 
ter’s family. 


Singh died _ in- 
stantly from the im- 


pact, family 
members later re- 
ported. 


The family of the 
young man, who 
graduated from 
Sheridan College in 
Brampton, have 
been able to raise 
funds to send his 
body back to Pun- 
jab, via a Go- 
FundMe page, 
which can be ac- 
cessed by visiting 
ca.gofundme.com/f 
/33tz7-send-body- 
to-india. 

Singh was from 
Noopur village near 
Sri Anandpur Sahib 
in Rupnagar district 
of Punjab. 


Headwaters 


arts 
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Many politicians headed overseas - but who will be punished? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The 
daughter makes a 
point of visiting him 


Premier’s 


on Mother’s Day. 
When the media 
found out about it, 
Doug Ford apolo- 
gized. No punish- 
ment. 

MPP Randy Hillier 
posts a photo of him- 
self in a room with 15 
other people on 
Christmas. When the 
media found out, he 
apologized. No pun- 
ishment. 

The province's fi- 
nance minister qui- 
etly departs the 
province in mid-De- 
cember for St. Barts, 
only to ignite a 
firestorm of contro- 
versy that ended 
with him being pub- 
licly “tarred and 
feathered” before 
tendering his resig- 
nation from the fi- 
nance portfolio. 

Why was only one 
of these politicians 
punished? 

As Canadians were 
still locked down in 
Ontario over the 


Christmas holidays, 
Premier Ford said he 
accepted the resigna- 
tion of Rod Phillips 
rom the finance 
portfolio on Dec. 31. 

For his _ part, 
Phillips apologized 
and called the trip a 
"DUMB mistake." 

The "in Ontario 
rule" suggested that 
residents stay home 
and don't visit other 
homes in the 
province. Travelling 
to other regions 
within the province 
also appeared to bea 
no-no. 

Phillips left the 
country on his own 
time and own dime, 
before lockdown re- 
strictions were an- 
nounced. 

Regardless of his 
plans, when return- 
ing, he would self- 
quarantine for 14 
days, as per the 
rules. 

Where was it said 
that there was to be 
no travel outside of 
Canada? 

In this case, 
Phillips’ actions were 
a no-win scenario. 

This is what hap- 
pens when the Oppo- 
sition and media 
destroy someone. 
There was absolutely 


no room for him to 
do anything, but 
when he did resign, 
he brought embar- 
rassment to the Gov- 
ernment. The 


Government did not 
need this "distrac- 
tion." 


Phillips is a smart 
guy, yet this situation 
will align with his 
name and _ political 
career now. It will 
define him. 

There are still lots 
of travellers down 
south and abroad. 
The Premier has 
asked people not to 
travel to different 
communities here as 
this virus is surging. 
Politics is a nasty 
business. 

I know _ several 
Brampton and GTA 
families travelling in 
Ontario and abroad. 
Why is this man a 


villain? 

Even Toronto 
Mayor John Tory 
and Brampton 
Mayor Patrick 


Brown said, "quite 
frankly, we're lucky 
to have people like 
him." 

Many people flew 
somewhere in recent 
weeks. The airport is 
open, so it must be 
acceptable. 


The Premier is also 
protecting Ontario. 
That is his job, and 
he is doing it very 
well. 

Phillips wasn't 
compromising the 
health of Ontario 
people. This is the 
hysteria that hap- 
pens when opposi- 


tion parties and 
media just stir up 
controversy. But 


there is no validity 
here. 

The Premier 
should accept his 
apology and move 
on. 

Once the opposi- 
tion party blasted 
him like he was 
criminal to have a 
break (well away 
from Ontario) and 
the media piled on... 
any excuse to bash 
Doug Ford. 

What I know, and 
provincial NDP 
leader Andrea Hor- 
wath apparently 
does not know, is 
that this man did not 
commit a "crime." 
For several days, she 
has been talking 
about his "crime". 

Travelling is not a 
crime. Yes, it is very 
stupid and is not rec- 
ommended, but it is 
not acrime. So, what 


"crime" was commit- 
ted? 

The NDP has zero 
clues. Horwath is the 
one who is creating 
the troubles for On- 
tarians, while Ford is 
doing his best to fix a 
broken system in- 
herited from the Lib- 
erals and NDP. 

The only way to 
turn down the heat, 
or the tempest in a 
teapot. is to take the 
pot off the stove. 

Instantly, the sto- 
ries bashing Ford 
and his Minister 
would end. 

Really, Rod Phillips 
had to resign to insu- 
late the Premier and 
stop these attacks. 

These attacks are 
pure politics, and all 
they do is distract the 
leadership when we 
have far more impor- 
tant real issues to 
tackle and focus on. 

Shame on the Op- 
position, who just 
can't wait to. stir 
trouble. 

Can't they please 
put aside their divi- 
sive attacks and work 
together for all On- 
tario people and 
focus on the virus 
and vaccinations? 

Rod Phillips was 
their latest attack. 


Trudeau is always 
breaking the rules. 
He says "sorry" and 
carries on. 

The mainstream 
media let him away 
with a lot. 

This is "politics" 
today. 

No wonder good 
and smart leaders in 
society are not com- 
ing forward for pub- 
lic office. 

And where does 
that lead? To weak- 
ened leadership. 

Opposition antics 
here are sadly be- 
coming more "Amer- 
ican,” akin to attack 
dogs. Doesn't matter 
if a real issue is there 
or not. 

I call it "invent-an- 
issue" — tell the pub- 
lic what is right and 
what is wrong, then 
attack the politician 
in the wrong, even 
when it was never 
wrong! 

After all Rod did 
not break a law, nor 
he hurt anyone. Why 
he_ is_ essentially 
fired? lots of people 
went south.”! Is 
everyone who went 
away over Christmas 
going to lose their 
job?? Lots did. No 
one else got "fired! 
Why Rod? 


Nominate an outstanding resident for the 


i Ehnyog 


od 


Deadline to 
nominate is 
February 16, 2021 
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A trip too far, a reputation not worth saving 


Alex 
Gregory 


Don’t be surprised 
that a politician was 
ousted from a plum 
role because of his 
travel habits in the 
middle of a pan- 
demic, 

Be surprised that 


more politicians 
haven’t yet been 
caught. 

Brampton’s own 


Kamal Khera, a Lib- 
eral. Montreal Lib- 
eral MP Sameer 
Zuberi. Several Con- 
servative MPs in Al- 
berta, including its 
Municipal Affairs 
Minister, Tracy Al- 
lard. Manitoban NDP 
MP Niki Ashton. 
Ontario Conservative 
MP David _—_ Sweet. 
And too many others 
to count. 

No amount of par- 
tisan spin is going to 
change the fact that 
politicians left the 
country en masse 


over the Christmas 
holidays, though it 
was expected, given 
how many levels of 
government broke 
early to celebrate the 
season. 

I get it. I do. Since 
the onset of the pan- 
demic, politicians at 
all levels have been 
made the proverbial 
punching bags for 
everything from 
missed support pay- 
ments to essential 
service delays to out- 
breaks in LTC 
homes, and every- 
thing in-between. 

Given everything 
that’s happened this 
year, it’s only natural 
that people in this 
country would want 
to spend time with 
their loved ones, even 
those out of the coun- 
try.... but there’s a 
time and a place for 
such action. 

It was the worst 
kept secret in the 
province that we 
would be _ heading 
into another lock- 
down over the holi- 
days. The spike in 


crowds at big box 
stores, the threat of a 
different, more viru- 
lent strain of the 
virus coming in from 
the U.K., the annual 
Christmas rush play- 
ing havoc with case 
counts in the busiest 
municipalities. 

There’s a not-in- 
significant portion of 
people in _ this 
province and _ this 
country who've re- 
spected the rules and 
refrained from travel, 
even when _ there 
were desperate situa- 
tions involving loved 
ones who had the 
virus and were un- 
able to visit them in 
their last days. 

One of the recur- 
ring contributors to 
this publication even 
related what hap- 
pened to her father 
last year, who was 
living in Texas and 
died from the virus. 

She was able to 
spend time virtually 
with him, using an 
iPad being held by 
her sister in the hos- 
pital room where he 


was located, and was 
able to participate in 
the funeral, even 
though she was un- 
able to leave the 
country. 

Many of us have 
and will have to make 
those same kinds of 
sacrifices before this 
pandemic is done. 

Yet, there are many 
others who have 
treated the current 
restrictions as more 
ofa... suggested read- 
ing list and not an en- 
forceable action. 

One individual I as- 
sociated with took a 
months-long journey 
to Italy after con- 
tracting, “almost 
dying from” and re- 
covering from the 
virus, and when she 
came back, she made 
no attempt to self- 
isolate, instead 
spending her first 
day back standing in 
a bakery in Toronto 
making cupcakes — 
and bragging about it 
on social media. This 
individual maintains 
a prominent position 
in a federal office. 


Locally, the larger 
number of stories 
about a single person 
that were told to me 
this year involved a 
politician who played 
the part of the dutiful 
representative, who 
refused to go outside 
and managed all her 
meetings over 
Zoom... except when 
she was running 
around to various so- 
cial events, including 
weddings, during the 
first lockdown, and 
had plenty of photo- 
graphs taken in 
groups with their 
masks off. 

You can imagine 
how Ifelt having 
people, who are close 
to this politician, 
telling me these sto- 
ries while I tried to 
play it off. 

The rule of thumb I 
always use in this 
role is — if I am in 
public or hold any 
kind of public role, I 
expect everything I 
say or do to be 
recorded or moni- 
tored. Doesn’t matter 
what the reason is. 


The optics of going 
on a vacation after 
you've just told the 
populace to refrain 
from doing such 
things smacks of 
hypocrisy, and is cold 
comfort to all the 
other people in this 
region, this province 
and this country who 
have had to make 
sacrifices, even when 
it means not being 
able to connect with 
ill family members, 
friends or loved ones. 

All I ask for is con- 
sistency. If you are 
going to be in a pub- 
lic or political role, 
you already know 
that your actions 
speak louder than 
words. 

This is why I’m so 
disappointed - but 
not entirely unsur- 
prised - at what hap- 
pened over the 
Christmas holidays. 

It’s a new year, and 
we're all in this to- 
gether, but that 
means following the 
same suit of rules. 

Not just “rules for 
me, not for thee.” 


Take the virtual walk experience of your neighbourhood and share your input online! 


Proud Partners 


Proud Sponsors 


a Region of Peet (Wd Srecitvatiey & cansertstion ee 
‘ c ti aE 
rs | eC C ra ENBRIDGE (F working with you a hese for'The Living City |W | 


nyog brampton.ca/neighbourhoods NG) BRAMPTON 


PWN January 7, 2021_Layout 1 1/7/2021 2:09 AM Page 16 C3 


HAIRSTYLIST WAYOQU re Aviteo 


HAIRSTYLIST ANASTASIA 


GTA MOBILE & LOCATIONS 
Wii. MaryKay.ca/Prendships 


Z2o+ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 


(905) 783-3482 fat Baie; 


MALS I YLUS 


(905) 783-3482 


ale, 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Digital Newspaper| Newspaper 


yaa January 7, 2021_Layout 1 1/7/2021 2:10 AM Page 17 


Jan. 7, 2021 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | BUSINESS 17 


News BUSINESS 


Brampton resident charged after series of telephone frauds 


by Alex Gregory 


A Brampton man 
is under arrest in 
connection with a 
series of fraudulent 
phone scams that 
prompted an 
RCMP investiga- 
tion, it was re- 
vealed late last 
month. 

Members of the 
Royal Canadian 
Mounted _— Police 
(RCMP) Greater 
Toronto Area 
(GTA) Financial 
Crime Section, 
Toronto West De- 
tachment (TWD) 
made the arrest 
just before Christ- 
mas, launching a 
dedicated investi- 
gation regarding 
the case, which saw 
the suspect, 25 


year-old Abhinav 
Bector, who imper- 
sonated members 
of the Canada Rev- 
enue Agency, tech 
support firms and 
banking investiga- 
tors. 

The arrest was 
part of a larger in- 
vestigation called 
Project OCTAVIA, 
which launched in 
Oct. 2018 to ad- 
dress phone scams 
that targeted Cana- 
dians. To date, the 
investigation has 
resutled in the ar- 
rest of ten individ- 
uals in Canada. 

The focus of the 
investigation was 
to combat tele- 
phone tax schemes 
and other interre- 


lated frauds 
through public 
awareness, disrup- 
tion, and enforce- 
ment, targeting 
telephone frauders 
operating from 
overseas. 
Cumulatively be- 
tween 2014 and 
2020, the CRA 
scam alone has re- 
sulted in reported 
victim losses total- 
ing over $18.5 mil- 


lion, the RCMP 
said in a release on 
Dec. 23. 


As of Oct 1, be- 
tween the CRA, the 
Bank investigator 
and Tech support 
scams, the total re- 

orted victim 

sa are over $34 
million. 


During the inves- 
tigation, RCMP in- 
vestig a tors 
uncovered "money 
mules/ money mule 
managers, who 
helpe launder 
proceeds of crime 
within Canada and 
overseas. 

Bector was 
charged with one 
count of fraud over 
$5,000, possession 
of proceeds from 
crime and launder- 
ing. He will appear 
in Brampton court 
on Jan. 18 to an- 
swer to the 
charges. 

"Fraudsters need 
to take heed and 
realize there are 
consequences to 
their unlawful ac- 


tivities: criminal 
charges and prose- 
cution in a court of 
law. Irrespective of 


the participant's 
role in transna- 
tional fraudulent 


ventures - whether 
masterminds of the 
scheme or mules 
facilitating the 
money launderin 
- the RCMP will 
investigate and 
bring to justice 
those who extend 
the criminal tenta- 
cles of their fraud- 
ulent operations 
into Canada.", said 
Staff Sergeant Ken 
Derakhshan, Proj- 
ect OCTAVIA's 
Team Commander. 
"Fraud and 
money laundering 


cause devastating 
financial and psy- 
chological conse- 
quences to their 
victims. The RCMP 
is steadfast in its 
pursuit of those 
who prey on unsus- 
pecting and some- 
times vulnerable 
individuals, and at- 
tempt to under- 
mine Canada's 
economic growth 
and integrity”. 
Residents who 
think they may 
have been targeted 
by a_ telephone 
fraud can contact 
the Canadian Anti- 
Fraud Centre at an- 
tifraudcentre.ca, or 
by telephone at 1- 
888-495-8501. 


“Resilience” funding helps local group go virtual 


Anon-profit or- 
ganization that 
supports disabled 
residents in Peel 
announced this 
week that it has re- 
ceived funding 
from the Ontario 
Trillium Founda- 
tion (OTF) to sup- 
port programs and 
connectivity during 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic. 

Connect4Life, 
which is based in 
Mississauga, is one 
of more than 400 
organizations 
throughout the 
province that has 
received funding 
through OTF’s “Re- 
silient Communi- 
ties” fund, which 
will help organiza- 
tions rebuild and 
recover from the 
impacts and hard- 
ships that arose 
from the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

Connect4Life will 
receive $58,600 
over the next 12 
months to support 


virtual programs, 
client opportunities 
and other program- 
ming needs. 

This grant is part 
of the first round of 
initial funding 
through OTF’s $83- 
million fund. 

Melanie Taddeo, 
the founder and ex- 
ecutive director of 
Connect4Life, told 
Peel Weekly news 
earlier this week 
that nearly every 
aspect of the orga- 
nization’s programs 
and services have 
been halted in the 
face of the pan- 
demic. 

Before the shut- 
down in- mid- 
March, services and 
programs were of- 
fered in-person to 
anyone living in the 
GTA. 

“Our mission, “To 
enhance the poten- 
tial of individuals 
with disabilities by 
strengthening their 
independence and 
contributions to so- 


ciety, has been 
substantially com- 
promised without 
the in-person com- 
ponent of our a 
gramming in 

of COVID-19, Gd 
we are taking this 
ase aed to 
adapt and reach out 
through _ technol- 
ogy,” said Taddeo. 

In 2020 when the 
pandemic hit, Con- 
nect4Life made the 
decision to stop all 
in-person training. 
Programs and serv- 
ices were put on 
hold to ensure the 
safety of clients and 
volunteers, Taddeo 
explained. 

“We had to get 
creative, and think 
outside the box. 
How could we pro- 
vide programming 
to our clients in a 
safe and innovative 
way? Pilot projects 
were introduced 
last year, that were 
very successful. The 
Ontario Trillium 
Foundation _Re- 


silience Fund has 
provided us with a 
grant, and we are 
proud to announce 
the launching of 
our virtual pro- 
grams, for the 2021 
calendar year.” 

The organization 
will be offering pro- 
grams in the area of 
life skills, broadcast 
training, and public 
speaking, among 
others, and will 
provide opportuni- 


ties for clients to 
engage and connect 
with others, while 
continuing on their 
journey to inde- 
pendence. 

“This funding will 
allow us to expand 
our programs, con- 
necting more indi- 
viduals with 
disabilities in the 
province, allowing 
us to grow our 
reach within the 
communities we 


serve,’ said Tad- 
deo. 

In a paper pub- 
lished by Statistics 
Canada June 2020, 
it was stated that 
“the vulnerability of 
Canadians with dis- 
abilities during the 
COVID-19 pan- 
demic” indicated 
770,000 Canadians 
with disabilities 
consider them- 
selves housebound. 


Connect4Life executive director 
and founder Melanie Taddeo, 
as seen in an undated photo. 


(PWN Staff) 
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APPLYING FOR 
A GRANT? 


Attend an online Grant Writing 101 workshop 
to learn the fundamentals of grant writing for 
success. 


For dates and to registration visit 
brampton.ca/abf 
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Leading pet retailer acquired by local Newlibr 
capital corp 


Mississauga’s Dane 
Creek Capital Corpo- 
ration announced 
earlier this week that 
it had inked a deal to 
acquire a major pet 
specialty retailer — 
marking the first ac- 
quisition of such a 
company by a mer- 
chant bank in the in- 
dustry. 

The corporation 
said Monday that it 
had acquired 
Growlies Pet Food 
Inc., started by Jo- 
Anne and Neal Crop- 
per in British 
Columbia in 2007, 
via an all-cash deal. 

While specifics of 
the transaction 
weren't disclosed as 
of press time, Dane 
Creek said that 
under the terms of 
the acquisition, their 
subsidiary, United 
Raw Pet Foods Inc., 
had entered into 
lease agreements 
with a holding com- 


pany owned by the 
Cropper family to 
lease Growlies’ retail 
location and a ware- 
house/freezer space. 

Growlies is one of 
the largest pet spe- 
cialty retailers in 
British Columbia, fo- 
cusing on the sale of 
frozen raw pet food, 
along with a limited 
selection of dehy- 
drated and canned 
food as well as a 
range of premium 
supplements and 
treats. Sales of raw 
pet food made up 
over 80 per cent of 
Growlies' 2020 rev- 
enue, according to 
the capital corpora- 
tion. 

The transaction 
represents the first 
acquisition of a pet 
specialty retailer by 
United Raw. To date, 
United Raw has ac- 
quired five Canadian 
manufacturers of 
frozen raw pet food 


including Naturawls 
Pet Products, Spring 
Meadows Natural 
Pet Food, Mountain 
Dog Enterprises Inc., 
Pets4Life, and 
Tollden Farms Inc., 
which, in aggregate, 
produce ten brands 
of frozen raw pet 
food. 

Dane Creek also 
owns several _ pet 
supplements and pet 
treat manufacturers 
in Canada. 

“Growlies is a 
unique opportunity 
for us to pair a lead- 
ing, if not the lead- 
ing, raw food retail 
operation in the 
country with the ad- 
ditional infrastruc- 
ture needed to better 
serve all of our retail 
customers on Van- 
couver Island,” said 
Mark Warren, co- 
founder and chair- 
man of Dane Creek. 
“We expect to derive 
significant benefits 


via the vertical inte- 
gration of these com- 
ponents into our 
existing business.” 

It is estimated that 
freezer space in pet 
retail locations grew 
by more than 25 per 
cent in 2020 and is 
set to expand by a 
further 25 per cent 
again in 2021. 

“Jo-Anne and I felt 
that at this stage in 
the growth "of 
Growlies, it made 
sense for us to align 
ourselves with Dane 
Creek given its focus 
on the pet industry 
in Canada and the 
raw food segment in 
particular,” said Neal 
Cropper. “We were 
pleased with the re- 
sources Dane Creek 
was able to allocate 
to ensure that the 
sale was completed 
in a timely and effi- 
cient manner.” 


director 


announce 


Rona O’Banion 
has been chosen to 
lead the Missis- 
sauga Library Sys- 
tem, the city 
announced Tues- 
day. 

O’Banion, who 
will begin her role 
on Feb. 1, will take 
over duties from 
Lori Kelly, who 
moves into the role 
of the city’s director 
of human _ re- 
sources. 

“(Rona) is joining 
at an exciting time 
as the Library con- 
tinues to deliver the 
services our cus- 
tomers rely on now 
and into the fu- 
ture,” said the city’s 
commissioner of 
community  serv- 
ices, Shari Lichter- 
man. 

O’Banion has 18 
years experience as 
CEO of 
three On- 
tario library 
systems — 
Wainfleet 
Township 
Public Li- 
brary, Brock 
Township 
Public Li- 
brary and 
for the past 
nine years 
at King 
Township 
Public Li- 
brary. 

Her career 
highlights 


be 


include transform- 
ing and moderniz- 
ing libraries. Her 
strategic and capital 
planning —_experi- 
ence includes the 
development of the 
new 22,000 sq. ft. 
multi-use King City 
Public Library and 
Seniors Centre and 
renovation projects 
in other library sys- 
tems. 

O’Banion has also 
been instrumental 
in leveraging tech- 
nology to support 
change manage- 
ment, library advo- 
cacy and _ staff 
development. 

She has _ also 
served on the Board 
of Directors of the 
Federation of On- 
tario Public Li- 
braries (FOPL) and 
various task forces. 


BATHTUB REFINISHING (PRO GLAZE) 


We also do renovation for floor and Tub surrounding tiles grout cleaning 


PRO GLAZE IS THE FIRST CoO. IN 
CANADA WITH WITH THE NEW WATER- 
GLAZE, WE ARE ALSO THE DISTRIBUTOR 
OF THIS AMAZING PRODUCT. 
A CLEANER ENVIRONMENT FOR THE NEXT 

GENERATION OUR PRODUCT IS 


THIS MEANS 


GREENHOUSE FRIENDLY. 
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CONTACT : RALPH: 416-731-3077 
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New report puts Peel at “top” of auto insurance pricing 


by Alex gregory 


Peel is feeling the 
pinch when it comes 
to skyrocketing auto 
insurance rates, a 
new report has re- 
vealed. 

Brampton and 
Mississauga are 
among the top five 
most expensive mu- 
nicipalities in the 
province when it 
comes to auto insur- 
ance, according to 
Rates.ca, which re- 
leased their annual 
report on rates on 
Wednesday. 

The data shows a 
$1,678 difference 
between the least to 
the most-costly pre- 
miums __ province- 
wide, with 
Brampton residents 
topping the list at 
$2,698 for their an- 
nual premium in 
Dec. 2020, an in- 
crease of 8.2 per 
cent versus the same 
time two years ear- 
lier. 

Mississauga  fol- 
lows with a $2,372 
annual premium, a 
13.7 per cent in- 
crease versus two 
years ago. 

According to the 
report, the average 
Ontario auto insur- 


ance premium in 
Dec. 2020 is esti- 
mated at $1,616, a 
9.7 per cent increase 
from Dec. 2018. 

cities, in- 

Toronto 

Ajax 
Pickering 
Whitby 
Hamilton 
($1,755) and Os- 
hawa ($1,636) are 
above the provincial 
average. 

The difference be- 
tween the most and 
least expensive rates 
in the province was 
$1,678 per year. 

"Despite insurance 
companies offering 
$1 billion in pre- 
mium relief to On- 
tario drivers’ to 
soften the impact of 
the COVID-19 pan- 
demic in 2020, the 
cost of car insurance 
in the GTA remains 
the highest in the 
province," says 
Liam Lahey, editor 
at Rates.ca. "The 
premiums GTA 
drivers pay can be 
attributed to many 
factors such as the 
number of dis- 
tracted driving fines 
and car accidents in 
the region, as well as 


the escalating costs 
to repair technolog- 
ically advanced ve- 
hicles." 

As the sixth most 
expensive city in 
Ontario, the average 
Toronto auto insur- 
ance premium was 
$2,201 in Dec. 
2020, up by 12.9 per 


cent from $1,948 in 
Dec. 2018. 
However, drivers 
who live in the 
northern areas of 
the city may have 
paid more for cover- 
age with premiums 
in these parts of 
Toronto ranging 
from $2,202 to 


RICHMOND HILL 


\ VAUGHAN 


MISSISSAUGA 


HAMILTON 


$3,000 per year. 
"Car ‘insurance 
rates vary consider- 
ably from one mu- 
nicipality to another 
and between differ- 
ent insurance com- 
panies,” Lahey adds. 
"The only way to 
know if the pre- 
mium you're paying 


TORONTO 


» AJAX 


is the best and right 
one for the type of 
coverage you need, 
is to shop around by 
comparing policies 
and quotes online... 
you may be able to 
discover a _ lower 
premium." 


WHITBY 


PICKERING 


_ a» 


i 
— It’s here! 
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Browse, borrow 
and explore from 


anywhere with the 
Brampton Library 


Mobile App. 


: a # Download on the 
_ — @ App Store 


— ss 


GET IT ON 


Google Play 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Looking Back On 2020 - Is The Year of the Pandemic Over? 


by Vidya Gopaul 


The year 2020 has 
been nothing but an 
extraordinary year. 

It will be known as, 
"The Year of the Pan- 
demic." There have 
been so many un- 
usual, unforeseen, 
unfathomable and 
catastrophic things 
that have happened 
that no one could 
have predicted. 

Even God is proba- 
bly thinking what is 
happening to these 
creatures on Planet 
Earth. 

Since the beginning 
of the year, there has 
been crisis after cri- 
sis due to the pan- 
demic - the outbreak 
of the COVID-19 
virus. 

When 
started, 


the year 
this virus 
dropped out of 
nowhere on_ the 
world stage and cre- 
ated a ripple effect of 
havoc throughout 
the world. 

Since it is a very 
contagious disease, 
government and 
medical officials all 
around the world 
started to take ex- 


treme measures to 
stop the spread of 
this deadly virus. 

To start with, that 
meant the ban of in- 
ternational _ travel 
throughout the 
world. That meant 
the downturn of 
travel industries, 
which generated less 
revenues and hence 
massive layoffs. 

When that did not 
stop the infection 
rate, governments 
around the world 
started the lockdown 
process of all non-es- 
sential businesses, 
such as in-mall shop- 
ping, indoor dining, 
limiting gatherings 
inside religious ven- 
ues, beauty salons, 
pet stores and de- 
partment stores, to 
name a few. 

The entire business 
world was at a stand- 
still, which resulted 
in an economic melt- 
down and waves of 
misery. Bankruptcies 
have skyrocketed. 

That meant people 
lost their jobs, the 
unemployment rate 
went up, people 


were pushed towards 
poverty lines, ten- 
ants were evicted 
from their apart- 
ments and more 
families sought assis- 
tance from charitable 
food bank organisa- 
tions. That resulted 
in tensions in fami- 
lies, and hence, more 
marital breakdowns 
and divorces. 

When government 
and medical officials 
mandated the public 
to wear masks in 
order to prevent the 
spread of this notori- 


ous virus, people 
started to resist that 
order. 


It created social 
disobedience, unrest 
in the public, riots 
and even physical 
abuse. Some even 
challenged the gov- 
ernment about their 
human rights viola- 
tion and Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms 
violations. 

As all you know, 
this virus has been so 
dangerous that it has 
caused thousands of 
deaths of young chil- 
dren and adults com- 


bined. Consequently, 
people are losing 
their loved ones, 
which has created 
mental, physical and 
emotional anguish. 

Due to this pan- 
demic, classes in 
schools, colleges and 
universities have 
been cancelled, 
which has created 
massive on-line 
learning —curricu- 
lums, a previously- 
unheard of 
phenomenon. 

That has placed a 
huge burden on the 
parents of young 
children, financially, 
emotionally and 
physically. Parents 
have a tough time 
balancing their hours 
between work and 
helping their chil- 
dren with their on- 
line learning process 
from home. 

To make matter 
worse, there is a new 
COVID-19 _ variant 
that has been discov- 
ered in South Africa 
and England. 

It has been discov- 
ered that this new 
variant is more infec- 


tious, and that could 
put a huge burden on 
the medical services. 

Because of this, the 
U.S. election has 
been nothing but a 
very messy under- 
taking, to say the 
least. Donald Trump, 
the incumbent presi- 
dent, has not con- 
ceded the election, 
even though he has 
lost. The daily soap 
opera continues at 
the White House. 

2020 has also been 
the “Year of the Hur- 
ricane” as well. There 
were so many hurri- 
canes during that 
year that the Na- 
tional Hurricane 
Center has ran out of 
regular alphabet des- 
ignations to name 
them. They had to 
use the Greek alpha- 
bet to name the rest 
of the overwhelming 
hurricanes. 

The U.S. also had 
the deadliest forest 
fire in its history, via 
the Colorado Wild- 
fires. Tens of thou- 
sands of acres of 
vegetation were de- 
voured by those fires. 


People lost their 
homes and _ their 
loved ones as well. 
That has exerted a 
tremendous finan- 
cial, emotional and 
physical burden on 
them. 

Just like in our per- 
sonal lives, when a 
crisis enters our 
world, we always 
wish/want the time 
— hours, days, 
weeks, months and 
years — to go faster 
and exit from our 
lives as soon as pos- 
sible. 

Therefore, we want 
this pandemic to exit 
as soon as possible 
too, and usher in the 
New Year 2021 with 
new hopes, which 
has just happened 
now. 

I prayed and hoped 
that the negativity of 
2020 would exit as 
quickly as possible 
without creating any 
more havoc. And it 
did. 

With that, may joy, 
peace, happiness and 
good health be with 
you and your family 
in the new year 2021. 


The Plight of Peel’s Homeless - Shopping For Whatever 


by William Graham, Special 


Yes, there is some- 
one attached to the 
boots in this picture. 

She is a girl in her 
early 30s who lives 
on the street, in a lit- 
tle tent in the woods 
south of Dundas. 

We have served her 
at our free food table 
since last March. 

She never takes 
more than she needs 
and has our phone 
number if she is ina 
corner where she 
needs help. 

She wanted $40 to 
buy a phone card, 
which I could not 
help her with. 

I realize a phone is 


a necessity and not a 
luxury. Not sure how 
I can deal with that. 

She eventually 
came out of the 
clothing box with 
some clothes for her- 
self and an extra box 
that she wanted to 
leave with me on the 
table. 

I refused it, as we 
can only handle food. 

She is often not too 
coherent, and is hard 
to understand for 
reasons that are not 
important. She asked 
where “Shirley” was, 
and I told her she 
was home either bak- 
ing or knitting. 


Some of Shirley’s 
knitting was on the 
table. 

She took some food 
and we had some 
good items - nuts, 
potato chips, pop 
and more, thanks to 
some generous 
donors, so she is set 
for the day. 

She took some 
canned food, but left 
the pull tabs for oth- 
ers, as she has the 
can opener she said I 
gave her last August. 

I offered her a hat, 
scarf and mittens, 
but she said she 
didn’t need them. We 
have lots of them to 


give out as the 
weather gets colder. 

Where is this young 
lady going? Where 
did she come from? 
She needs a lot of 
help, understanding 
and respect from 
someone with a lot of 
love and patience. 

However, for some- 
one to get her off the 
street and to being a 
productive person, it 
would be a great ac- 
complishment in the 
eyes of the Lord and 
a service to humanity 
and the community. 
A life should not be 
wasted. Are we not 
all equal? 


—o- 


She also mentioned 
the sandwiches that 
we often bring, cour- 
tesy of a local caterer. 


Homemade _ food 
goes over big. Our 
thanks to those that 
help. 
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Looking Back to Move Forward With New Programs 


by Ron Cunningham, Citizens for the Advancement of Community Development 


As 2020 comes to 
an end, we look 
back as we stand 
poised to take on 
the challenges of 
2021. 

CACD, like many 
other community 
organizations, has 
been gravely im- 
pacted by COVID- 
19. 

As we attempted 
to rethink delivery 
of our mission in 
this physically dis- 
tanced world, we 
are forced to find 
ways to meet the 
needs of the most 
vulnerable youth of 
our communities 
and the programs 
benefiting at-risk 
youths in Peel. 

During COVID-19, 
we abruptly lost 
revenue due to the 
cancellation of 
fundraising events, 
steep drop-off of 
donations, reduc- 
tion in individual 
giving, and earned 
income opportuni- 
ties. 

Further, we had to 
modify our existing 
programs, develop- 
ing new ones — dra- 
matically changed 
working environ- 
ments. 

We shifted to vir- 
tual operation due 
to the closure of the 
Mississauga Valley 
Community Centre 
(MVCC). 

This virtual opera- 
tion subsequently 
led to unexpected 
challenges of new 
technology, staffing 
and volunteer re- 
cruitment, and 
other infrastructure 
needs. 

With this up- 
heaval, CACD will 
be offering the pro- 


gram “Expanding 
Economic Opportu- 
nity for rican, 
Black and 
Caribbean (ABC) 
youth” ages 15-24 in 
Mississauga. 


This project has 
six components and 
will run for three 
days per week, over 
three eight-week co- 
horts for the winter, 


spring and summer. 

This project will 
include the follow- 
ing: (1) improve ac- 
ad<«mi<¢., 
occupational, and 
employability skills; 
(2) facilitate transi- 
tions to the labour 
market through 
training, network- 
ing, career coun- 
selling, mentorship 
opportunities (Co- 
ie Internship, 
placement, appren- 
ticeship); (3) Lead- 
ership and 
Mentorship (4) Dig- 
ital literacy & inno- 


vation skills for 
future jobs; (5) 
Black Canadian his- 


tory/anti-black 


racism and discrim- 


ination; and (6) 
Start-up business, 
entrepreneurship & 
financial literacy. 

However, the 
growing recognition 
is that rather than 
being a great lev- 
eller (equalizer), the 
pandemic may ex- 
acerbate existing in- 
equalities for the 
black youth who 
face multiple barri- 
ers. 

Over the years, 
Black youth in the 
school system re- 
ported feeling un- 
dervalued, teachers 
having low expecta- 
tions, experiencing 
negative __ stereo- 
types, which re- 
sulted in poor 
academic achieve- 
ments and low self- 
esteem. 

The Peel District 
School Board has 
implemented the 
“We Rise Initiative” 
to address systemic 
and Anti-Black 
racism among 


teachers and ad- 
ministrators in the 
school setting. 

With these reali- 
ties, CACD has ex- 
panded its 
programming with 
Black youth to offer 
support, empower- 
ment, employment, 
digital knowledge, 
and increase aware- 
ness of Black cul- 
ture. 

This new thrust 
serves to enhance 
their personal 
growth, self-esteem, 
and new ones cre- 
ated by COVID-19. 

We are all aware 
that education is a 
stepping stone to 
achieve or reach 


economic empow- 
erment. In _ this 
global economy, 
young people need 
help to gain the ed- 
ucational skills and 
work experiences 
necessary to achieve 
their full potential. 
Therefore, we 
must forge ahead, 
despite the chal- 
lenges we face to 
turn things around 
for those experienc- 
ing systemic anti- 
black racism and 
discrimination, 
lacks access to edu- 
cation, overcome 
the barriers to em- 
ployment, and other 
sociological-eco- 
nomic factors. 
Employers have 
estimated that by 
2025, we will see a 
significant shift be- 
tween humans and 
machines. Millions 
of new roles will 
emerge that will be 
more adapted to the 
new division of 
labour between hu- 
mans, machines 


and algorithms. 

Reports have 
shown that the so- 
cial and economic 
impacts of COVID- 
19 will be far more 
significant and 
more likely to 
deepen existing in- 
equalities than the 
Global _ Financial 
Crisis of 2008 on 
individuals with 
lower education lev- 
els. 

Inequality is most 
likely to be exacer- 
bated by the dual ef- 
fect of technology 
and the pandemic 
recession. 

As we have come 
to learn, there are 
long-standing in- 


equities in terms of 
who receives fund- 
ing and how. These 
inequities make it 
particularly hard for 
the organizations 
closest to marginal- 
ized communities— 
often —_ grassroots 
organizations led by 
people of colour—to 
build the financial 
reserves and capac- 
ities that help dur- 
ing times of crisis. 
As we watch the 
she of COVID-19 
isproportionately 
impact communi- 
ties of colour, fun- 
ders must be 
judicious n their ef- 
forts to fund these 
organizations as 
they serve these 
communities so 
that they can con- 
tinue their work, 
change course 
where needed, and 
ultimately recover. 
All young people 
deserve access to af- 
fordable quality ed- 
ucation, no matter 
their circumstances. 


—o- 


Canada is among 
the most educated 
countries; however, 
too many youths 
still face barriers 
that prevent them 
from — graduatin 
from high schoo 
and pursuing post- 
secondary studies 
or skilled trades 
programs. 

Despite the many 
and varied barriers 
to education, the 
cost of post-sec- 
ondary education is 
a concern for youth. 

Students are wor- 
ried about the 
amount of debt re- 
sulting from higher 
education and the 
time it will take 


them to pay off stu- 
dent loans. 

Many young peo- 
ple in Canada must 
move away from 
home to pursue 
higher education, 
and costs can be sig- 
nificantly higher. 

Lowering barriers 
to education will 
help young people 
prepare for the 
competitive job 
market and reach 
economic inde- 
pendence. Our pro- 
grams contribute to 
the employability of 
vulnerable youth by 
equipping them 
with integrated dig- 
ital and soft skills 


relevant to the 
evolving digital 
economy. 


It will be available 
to African, Black 
and Afro Caribbean 
(ABC) young people 
who are newcom- 
ers, visible minority 
groups, LGBTQ+, 
and experiencing a 
lack of access to ed- 
ucation and experi- 


ence barriers to em- 
ployment. 

This — program- 
ming will also pro- 
vide them with 
skills and ideas to 

osition themselves 
or this new econ- 
omy and the future 
of work. Thus our 
effort for the last 
few years has been 
on the rapidly 
changing job mar- 
ket, and the new 
skills employers are 
looking for. 

Youth need access 
to a variety of learn- 
ing opportunities 
and relevant tools to 
enhance their em- 
ployability. Young 
people will also 
need access to con- 
tinued learning to 
prepare them for 
the jobs of tomor- 
row. 

Supporting digital 
and __ technology- 
based skills will 
help young Canadi- 
ans become active 


articipants and 
eaders in the digital 
economy. 


In this regard, our 
programming is 
reimagining our or- 
ganization, which 
the current crisis is 
forcing many or- 
ganizations to do. 

At times, the chal- 
lenge feels over- 
whelming, but we 
have underpinned 
and will continue to 
brace ourselves for 
it, despite how 
painful it might be. 

Nevertheless, this 
moment also repre- 
sents an opportu- 
nity for us_ to 
reinvent who we 
are, to better focus 
on our mission, and 
to better serve our 
community. There- 
fore, we look for- 
ward to 2021 and 
the promise of a 
better year ahead 
for all. Support our 
Winter Program b 
connecting us wit 
black youth ages 15 
to 24. For further 
information, call 
(647)339-2223 or 
visit us at cacd- 
canada.org. 
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Focus on Film Forum: Introducing the 2021 Filmmakers’ Olympics 
by Joseph A. Monachino 


The 2020 Tokyo 
Olympic games 


were postponed to 
this coming Sum- 
mer. 

In keeping with 
the Olympic Spirit, 


my column will 
feature an Olympic 
event, called The 
2021 Filmmakers’ 
Olympics. 

How it will work 
is that one of my 


columns, in the 
next three months, 
will feature the top 
three filmmakers 
of all time. 

My research indi- 
cates that the gen- 


eral consensus is 
that the three 
greatest filmmak- 
ers of all time are 
(in _ alphabetical 
order): Alfred 
Hitchcock; Martin 


Scorsese; and 
Steven Spielberg. 

Each article will 
feature the follow- 
ing content: 

- A biogaphy of 

the director 

- His Filmogra- 

phy (a partial one 
of his most signifi- 
cant films) 

’ Estimated 
ross of all his 
ilms and Oscar 

nominations and 


wins 

There will be 
three medals 
awarded which, in 
keeping with the 
Olympic spirit, will 
consist of bronze, 
silver, and gold. 

The fourth article 
will be the one 
where I award the 
ranking of these 
legendary directors 
according to the 
winners of each of 
the aforemen- 
tioned medals. 

I welcome read- 


ers to send me 
their critiques and 


opinions of 
whether or not 
they agree or dis- 
agree with my 


choices. I have one 
particular standard 
(although it is not 
the only one) 
which I based my 
opinion on, which I 
will reveal in the 
fourth article. 

All this is not to 
be taken too seri- 
ously. It is in keep- 
ing with the 
Olympic Spirit that 
takes place once 
every four years. It 
is also to lighten- 
up the mood dur- 
ing these dark 
COVID-19 times. 

So... Let the 
games begin... 

For more infor- 
mation about the 
contest, you can 
reach me at filmfo- 
cuspeel@gmail.co 
m. 


Local artist hosts first virtual solo show for 2021 


Arts on_ the 
Credit, a not for 
profit arts organi- 
zation in Missis- 


sauga, is 
embracing the vir- 
tual and _high- 


lighting member 
artists each 
month in 2021, 
pivoting to ensure 
the ongoing pro- 
motion and show- 
casing of local 
talent. 

The organization 
has invested in 
cutting edge tech- 
nology for the ex- 
hbitions; highly 
visual 3D _ pro- 
gramming _ that 
will delight art 
lovers and _ the 
community dur- 
ing these difficult 
times. 

The first solo ex- 
hbition opened on 
Jan. 1, and will 
feature selected 
works from Sjon 
de Groot. 

“This is a Pan- 


demic Exhibition; 
with the benefit of 
anyone anywhere 
in the world being 
able to attend, 
and the opportu- 
nity to show 
pieces that are 
normally too big 
to transport,” says 
de Groot. “Every 
country in the 
world is affected 
by this Pandemic, 
and sharing the 
same experience, 
we are one. Writ- 
ers, artists, and 
musicians are 
stepping forward 
to offer their un- 
derstanding of 


this time, the 
strength of the 
human spirit, 


human creativity, 
and our deep need 
to re-connect to 
nature. With this 
show, I hope to 
remind people of 
the beauty of our 
world, the smile 
of a child, what 


happens when we 
step out of our 
urban lives and 
notice small mo- 
ments of joy and 
beauty. I believe 
that art and this 
will get us to the 
other side, wiser 
and looking at our 
world with new 
eyes.” 

Sjon de Groot 
principally works 
in oils, using a 
combination of 
traditional Euro- 


pean and North 


American _ tech- 
niques. 
The work is bold 


and multi-dimen- 
sional, an expres- 
sion in colour of a 
South African 
coming to terms 
with his adopted 
land; and combin- 
ing his African 
and North Ameri- 
can experience 
with the influence 
of his Dutch artist 
ancestors. 


Defying genre, 
Sjon creates to his 
own agenda, 
using his art to ex- 
press, question, 
and start conver- 
sations. 

Originally 
trained by Geof- 
frey & Michael 
Armstrong at the 
JHB School of Art 
in South Africa, 
he completed 
many commis- 
sions for busi- 
nesses and private 
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collectors there, 
before immigrat- 
ing to Canada in 
1997. 

Now widely ex- 
hibited in Canada, 
his pieces have 
been purchased 
by many private 
and corporate 
buyers. 

For more infor- 
mation on the ex- 
hibit, visit the 
website at artson- 
thecredit.ca/galle 
ry. 
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NAVAL / ASHOK 
dundasfruits@hotmail.com 309 ” 897 " 1944 
40 Dundas St. West, Mississauga, ON L5B 1H4 


The new year be- 
gins, bringing new 
pppoe nes and 
chances or 
choices. 

What do you 
want this year? 
Did you make a 
list? I found a 
beautiful saying to 
demonstrate how 
we should act. 

Life is an echo. 
What you send out 
— comes back. 
What you sow — 
you reap. What 
you give — you 
get. What you see 
in others — exists 
in you. Do not 
judge — so you will 
NOT be judged. 

Radiate and give 
LOVE and Love 
comes back to you. 
- Unknown 

We are responsi- 
ble for how we feel 
and act. What we 
bring to life is 
what we will be re- 
sponsible for and 
will have to live 
with. We can 
blame others but 
that doesn’t help 
how we are living 
our life. 

If we make the 
excuse “if only,” 
then we are fooling 
ourselves in think- 
ing we didn’t have 
a choice but we do. 
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We make our re- 
ality in how we 


think, act and 
react. | 
If things are 


going wrong, ask 
yourself what you 
can do_ better? 
Look at what you 
are living with and 
how you are living 
your life. Is that 
your choice or oth- 
ers? 

Today is the 
present, yesterday 
1s gone and the fu- 
ture isn’t here yet. 
So, what are our 
choices? Are we 
really — thinking 
about what we can 
change? 

We are living it, 
so we have the 
choice if we want 
to make it. 

Look around and 
see what you have 
in your life. What 
were your choices 
and how did they 
work out? 

Do you like your 
job? So, what 
don’t you like 
about it? Are you 
making enough 
money? If not, 
make a change or 
take courses to up- 
grade yourself. 

I worked in an 
office and I saw 
how certain people 


—e— 


did the least and 
didn’t care. They 
worked at doing 
nothing or the 
least possible. 

I was. always 
about learning and 
doing what I 
needed because I 
didn’t like when I 
couldn't do my 
work. I am nota 
last-minute person 
— get it done so it 
doesn’t give me so 
much to do at the 
last moment. 

So many were 
like that and 
changing what was 
already done. I 
wondered how 
they would survive 
being let go of 
from their job be- 
cause that would 
eventually happen. 

The worst that 
would happen is 
their skill level and 
motivation for the 
next job. New 
workers are very 
scrutinized. 

So, do you like 
your social life? 
Why not? Do you 
have a full sched- 
ule of going out 
and does that sat- 
isfy you? Does 
your circle’ of 
friends say some- 
thing about you? 
What does it say? 
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Health and Wellness - The New Year Has Begun 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


You choose them 
and keep interact- 
ing with them. Are 
they truly friends 
or just fillers? 

Where do you 
live? Do you own 

our home or rent 
it? How does that 
feel? We all need a 
roof over our 
heads, so how is 
your roof fulfilling 
your at-home 
time? Look around 
and see how you 
maintain your 
home. 

Your family — 
how do you feel 
about them? I 
talked to a young 
man who com- 
plained about his 
uncle. 

This young man 
was very success- 
ful. I asked him 
what kind of life 
his uncle had and 
he said not so good 
and he was always 
pusnes him to do 

etter. 

He didn’t feel a 
lot of love for and 
from his uncle. I 
then asked him if 
his uncle loved 
him enough not to 
have him live a life 
of suffering that 
his uncle had had. 

Suddenly, he saw 
him _ differently. 


No, he didn’t know 
why his uncle kept 
pushing him, but 
now he was think- 
ing differently 
about it. 

Not always do we 
know why our 
family members 
do what they do, 
but there is history 
behind it. 

Family love isn’t 
always —_upfront 
and we don’t al- 
ways recognize it, 
but usually it is 
there. Not every- 
body knows how 
to show love. 

They are family 
and we are basi- 
cally stuck with 
them, so learn to 
understand them 
differently. 

How do you feel 
about — yourself? 
Do you love your- 
self and how you 
handle things? 

They always say 
if you can’t love 
yourself, how can 
you expect some- 
one else to? 

How content you 
are with your life is 
how you will han- 
dle whatever 
comes into your 
life. So, take a mo- 
ment and under- 
stand yourself and 
change what you 


don’t like. 
My grandson was 
a hockey player, 


and he wasn’t 
scoring for a time 
after he was the 


top scorer for his 
team. He was very 


sad, and I just 
asked him, “What 
changed?” 


Suddenly, he saw 
differently. I asked 
if he had grown 
lately and had to 
readjust his stance 
and how he held 
his stick. The next 
time on the ice, he 
stood and_ just 
readjusted how he 
stood and held his 
stick, and all of a 
sudden, he started 
scoring. 

Life is full of ad- 
justments, some- 
times small and 
other times harder 
but it is just part of 
life. 


It is a new year 
so look to what 
you can adjust and 
make a difference 
in your life. 

Don’t always 
wait till it adjusts 
you and how you 
are feeling and liv- 
ing. Be kind to 
yourself. 


Delivering Mental Health Care When It’s Needed The Most 


With the _pres- 
sures of COVID-19, 
the need for mental 
health supports is 
greater than ever. 

At the same time, 
access to in-person 
care has been re- 


duced for the safety 
of patients and 
staff. 


It’s a challenge 
that has been met 
enthusiastically by 
the caring team be- 
hind William Osler 
Health Centre’s 
outpatient mental 
health program. 

They quickly piv- 
oted to virtual care 
to ensure their vul- 
nerable __ patients 
weren’t left adrift. 

“My team is ab- 
solutely amazing. 


They really put 
everything to- 

ether. Some of us 

rought webcams 
from home so that 
we could provide 
that access to our 
patients so that 
they weren't just 
waiting,” says Zoey, 
a nurse in the men- 
tal health program. 

Currently, most 
services are offered 
virtually, includin 
individual an 
group therapy ses- 
sions, which are 
conducted via 
Zoom. 

“I'm surprised to 
see how transpar- 
ent the patients 
have been in group 
therapy despite 
them not ever see- 


ing each other in 
person,” says Zoey. 
‘They still connect 
to each other, to us 
and to their treat- 
ment.” 

In fact, there are 
advantages to vir- 
tual treatment. Pa- 
tients who would 
normally travel 
from Alliston or 
Vaughan get con- 
venient treatment 
from the comfort of 
home. 

“We've seen a re- 
ally good response 
from the patients,” 
Zoey says. 

“Some of them re- 
ally enjoy that vir- 
tual care eliminates 
the fees for travel 
and parking. As 
well, I would say 


because of the 
stigma with mental 
health, sometimes 
people don’t neces- 
sarily want to come 
into their commu- 
nity hospitals, in 
case they might see 
somebody, so vir- 
tual care has really 
eliminated that 
stigma.” 

With lockdowns, 
fear of getting 
COVID-19 and the 
stresses of the holi- 
days, anxiety is also 
on the rise. To 
those affected, Zoey 


says, “You're not 
alone in what 
you're going 


through. There are 
resources available. 
We want our pa- 
tients and our 


—o- 


donors to know 
that our mental 
health program 
provides that hope, 
that light at the end 
of the tunnel.” 

As a busy nurse, 
Zoey is motivated 
each day by a desire 
to provide quality 
patient care. “What 
makes me proud is 
that our hospital 
was able to provide 
access to our most 
vulnerable popula- 
tion, our depressed 
clients as well as 
those with schizo- 
a and bipolar 

isorders, our 
LGBT community. 
We were able to 
provide that access 
virtually, which re- 
ally makes me 


proud to be work- 
ing here—Osler 
didn't forget about 
them.” 


She stresses that 
she couldn’t do 
what she does with- 
out the support of 
her colleagues. “I 
have a great group 
of clinicians that I 
work with,” she 
says. “I don't know 
what I would do 
without. them be- 
cause they're just 
absolutely amazing, 
and they make 
work amazing.” 

For more infor- 
mation or to donate 
to help patients in 
need, visit osler- 
foundation.org/cov 
id19. 
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Community foundation raises much-needed funds for families 


With the past 
year being more 
difficult for some 
families who are 
unable to afford a 
Christmas toy for 
their children dur- 
ing the COVID-19 
epidemic, a com- 
munity foundation 
is helping to make 
a difference. 

The Tiger Jeet 
Singh Foundation 
(TJSF) announced 
earlier this week 
that it has raised 
$275,000 in dona- 
tions and sponsor- 
ships in 
partnership with 
the Halton Police 
(HRPS) to support 
needy families. 


With a joint ini- 
tiative like TJSF's 
Miracle on Main 
Drive fundraiser 
and HRPS's Toys 
for Tots, the goal of 
helping more fami- 
lies and children 
surpassed expecta- 
tions. 

Last year, 
$30,000 was do- 
nated to local pub- 
lic schools’ in 
support of initia- 
tives such as men- 
tal health, family 
welfare, and tech- 
nology, along with 
donations given to 
needy families and 
women across the 
region. 

Members of TJSF 


and HRPS spent 
much of their time 
collecting, packing 
and delivering do- 
nated items to 
needy families and 
organizations. 

An estimated 40 
businesses and 
community _part- 
ners donated for 
this year's cam- 
paign. 

Speaking on the 
occasion, Tiger 
Jeet Singh Jr., the 
president of TJSF, 
said that the safety 
and welfare of the 
community is “a 
shared responsibil- 
ity of all of us, and 
it is a great pleas- 
ure to see so many 


people and organi- 
zations join such a 
campaign knowing 
their responsibil- 


ity.” 


Meanwhile, 


Local family celebrates New Year's birth 


The birthing 
suite at Trillium 
Health Partners’ 
Queensway Hos- 
pital was hon- 
oured to deliver 
its 2021 New 
Year's baby to 
proud parents 
Nota and Maneer. 
A baby _ boy 
named Jacob ar- 


rived at 12:19 a.m. 
on New Year's 
Day, weighing 9.5 
pounds. The 
mother and baby 
are healthy and 
well, the hospital 
reported. 

“We weren't ex- 
pecting to have 
the first baby of 
the New Year,” 


said Nota. “We 
didn’t even know 
the gender, so it 
has been one won- 
derful surprise 


after another. We 
are grateful and 
excited to start a 
new chapter.” 
“T’m hoping that 
the New Year and 
the vaccine bring 


an end to the pan- 
demic, so we can 
move back to our 
normal life and 
maybe the bless- 
ing of this little 
boy can change 
things for the bet- 
ter for everybody 
in this world,” 
said Moneer. 


Deputy 


Chief Singh Foundation, 
Roger Willkie said 


“and we are happy 


that it is a great to help all those in 
honor to work with _ need.” 


the Tiger 


Jeet 


New CEO announced 
for Brampton Library 


Former Brampton 
resident Todd Kyle 
will become Bramp- 
ton Library's new 
Chief Executive Of- 
ficer on Jan. 18. 

Kyle brings a 
decade of public li- 
brary experience in 
his current role as 
CEO of Newmarket 
Public Library and 
many affiliations in 
the library sector, 
including past pres- 
ident of the Ontario 
Library Association. 

“Tm so excited to 
be moving to a dy- 
namic, growing, 
and diverse institu- 
tion like Brampton 
Library. I was born 
in Brampton and 
raised my young 
children here, so 
this is a sort of 
homecoming for 
me. I look 
forward to 
working with 
the staff, Li- 
brary Board, 
and City 
Council on 
making the li- 
brary an even 
more accessi- 
con- 
nected, and 
integral part = 
of the Bramp- 
ton commu- 
nity. More 
than ever, li- 
braries are 


crucial to the vision 
of a smarter, sus- 
tainable, and equi- 
table future. I know 
Brampton Library 
is ready for the 
challenges our fu- 
ture holds,” com- 
mented Kyle. 

“On behalf of 
Brampton Library 
board members and 
staff, I’m delighted 
to welcome Todd 
Kyle to the role of 
CEO. We look for- 
ward to working to- 
gether in our 
commitment to 
support our resi- 
dents and inspire 
connections across 
this great city,” said 


Jaipaul Massey- 
Singh, Brampton 
Library Board 
Chair. 

Rey 
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The nature of the human brain and technology 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


It is natural for the 
human brain to be 
confronted with in- 
numerable curiosi- 
ties while regaining 
consciousness after 
birth because this is 


the phenomenon 
that separates us 
from the animal 
world. 


Flora and fauna are 
also a part of life on 
this Earth, but nature 
has endowed the 
human brain with a 
unique gift of intelli- 
gence through which 
it has made dramatic 
changes in __ its 
lifestyle beyond the 
infinite limits of sci- 
ence. 

Tricky puzzles such 
as 'Where did this 
world come from?’ 
stirred their minds, 
and the species set 
out to find the an- 
swer. Scientific de- 
velopments to date 
have proved that 
there is no end to 
human potential. 

There is another 
side to the picture: 
the entanglement of 
man in the divine 
quagmire, which 
gave birth to differ- 
ent religions and kept 
humanity trapped in 


the illusion of imagi- 
nary Gabby powers. 
This phenomenon 
somehow can still be 
seen today. 

We have to talk 
about the field of ex- 
ploration of our exis- 
tence, in which 
hardworking §scien- 
tists have not only 
solved our endless 
curiosities, but also 
shown us the way out 
of the web of God 
and religions. 

Scientists have 
been working hard 
for a long time to find 
out the history of life 
on this planet, and 
Charles Darwin, a 
scientist in this field, 
dedicated a large part 
of his life to the re- 
markable fact of the 
theory of evolution. 
Guided by this, ar- 
chaeologists are con- 
stantly releasing new 


information. 
Sometime later, ar- 
chaeologists were 


able to find a fossil 
site in South Africa 
where they found a 
two-million-year-old 
human skull. In the 
series of evolution, 
Ban Manas (gorilla) 
has got our ancestor's 
status. 


Life on this planet 
began about four bil- 
lion years ago in the 
form of a single cell 
bacterium that took 
various organisms 
and plants over sev- 
eral million years. 

What happened to 
this transformation? 
Darwin's theories be- 
hind this have been 
endorsed by leading 
scientists. 

According to the 
first theory, "neither 
the most powerful 
nor the most intelli- 
gent beings succeed 
in sustaining their 
existence, but only 
those beings capable 
of adapting them- 
selves to the changes 
of the environment 
survive." 

The Earth has un- 
dergone many vol- 
canic eruptions, 
earthquakes, and 
tsunamis. The sec- 
ond principle that 
applies after passing 
the survival test is 
‘Survival of the 
fittest’. After dealing 
with natural calami- 
ties, they begin to 
compete with each 
other, in which the 
developing human 
mind supports him, 


and he becomes the 
ruler of all living be- 
ings on Earth. 

Scientists believe 
that this predatory 
and plant-eating ani- 
mal migrated from 
Africa 130,000 to 
10,000 years ago and 
spread throughout 
the Earth. Archaeolo- 
gists call this evolving 
species Homo sapi- 
ens, which became 
the closest human 
ancestor. 

Towards the end of 
the last ice age, this 
species began to 
spread its dominion 
over the Earth. 

These people began 
to use stones for their 
tools and weapons, 
and research shows 
that they also had a 
passion for painting 
on rocks. The paint- 
ings in their caves re- 
veal the animals of 
the time and their 
hunting methods. 

Soon, due to their 
developing _ brains, 
these aborigines of 
the Earth also 
learned to cultivate 
and left the nomadic 
life to become a place 
group. Instead of 
caves, they started 
building stone 


houses and various 


domesticated = ani- 
mals. 
After discovering 


fire and the wheel, 
this intelligent crea- 
ture of the Earth 
came to us in a few 
thousand years, 
climbing the ladder 
of rapid progress. 

It's indeed true that 
technology has made 
work more effective 
and efficient. And I 
truly am grateful for 


it. 

That technology 
has contributed to 
massive layoffs due 
to automation of 
standardized work 
processes does give 
technology a_ bad 
name, but looking on 
the positive side, this 
phenomenon has 
pushed humans to 
higher levels of 
thinking and work 
that are probably un- 
precedented. 

While I am grateful 
to technology, cou- 
pled with globaliza- 
tion, to transmit 
information globally, 
technology also 
speeds things up and 
increases the desire 
for instant gratifica- 
tion among us. 


This has resulted in 
gaming and _ social 
media addiction and 
increased stress 
among students, par- 
ents and the general 
working population. 

Would —humans' 
quality of life im- 
prove in such a sce- 
nario? I would say it 
depends. We might 
probably become 
more humanistic, but 
the economic 
progress of societies 
might be impeded. 

Then again, a world 
without technology 
might enable us to 
realize that gratitude, 
not wealth, is the key 
to happiness. Which 
will eventually bring 
us to the realization 
that altruism is key to 
our excellent quality 
of life, not economic 


development. 
People tend to look 
back on the" old 


days" and think old 
technology was sim- 
pler to create and 
use. That's a mistake. 
Old technology re- 
quired a lot of skill 
and knowledge. 
Respect the past in 
its own context. It 
was not like today. 
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Hands clenched unable to hold tomorrow 
ready to embrace today 


Hands n 


For this is all there is 


As this year folds 

Let us work hard to let go 

OF that which does not serveus 
Wash our hands from 
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Leaving only the ashes 


Like the phoenix 


to rise 


Into a new year dawning 


New Year Dawning 
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by E.C. Munson 


Folk tunes for a 
new-age decade... 

Richty diverse arts 
and musical back- 
grounds with the oral 
history and poetry in- 
herent in the Psalms 
as inspiration for 
their lyrics, the 
Ma’ayan Band was 
formed in 2016 by 
five friends. 

Their ethos cele- 
brates community 
with interdepend- 
ency and connectiv- 
ity broadly fostered 
amongst people of all 
backgrounds. The 
repertoire is drawn 
from ancient Jewish 
traditional tunes. 

“We want what we 
feel, real love, heart 
to heart, to come 
across.” 

And how _ they 
channel their creative 
forces could be a hall- 
mark for the dawning 
of our new-age 
decade. 

Starting first as 
friends, Dima 
Graziani, drummer 
and bassist, Yuri 
Kaplonovich, — gui- 
tarist, composer and 
lyricist, Alexey 
Reznik, guitarist and 
vocalist, with his 
wife, Dina Levin who 
is their featured vo- 
calist, and Ernest 
Itzkovich, accordion- 
ist, this group has 
evolved organically. 


Three of them, 
Yuri, Dima, and 
Alexey, collaborate 


with the ideas, Yuri 
starting with the 
melody and _ lyrics, 
over to Dima who de- 
velops it further, and 
then to Alexey who 
edits. 

The same process 
happens with the 
melody. Dima does a 
lot of the arrange- 
ments, plays the 
bass, keys, guitar, 
percussion, and 
sings. While many of 
the instruments are 
recognizable, such as 
the guitar, bass, and 
accordion, others, 
such as the oud, a 
stringed instrument, 
and frame drum, are 
part of the ethnic 
sound of Ma’ayan 
Band. 

From the simple 
enjoyments of jam- 
ming when _ their 
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families got together, 
it then progressed to 
different opportuni- 
ties for the group. 
One particularly 


significant opportu- 
nity presented itself 
when Dima knew 
somebody who knew 
somebody, and so it 


unfolded. 

The production 
house behind Sounds 
of Canada put the 
Ma’ayan Band in 
touch with the right 
people. 

This unique project 
showcased music 
from the different 
ethnic groups and 
nationalities in 
Canada. Thus, this 
group found them- 
selves as a point of 
interest in the broad 
Canadian landscape 
of musical styles and 
genres for Sounds of 
Canada’s Season 3 to 
represent Jewish 
Folk Music. 

Their half hour seg- 
ment was broadcast 
on OMNI TV in Nov. 


—e— 


2020. Ma’ayan Band 
has had their own 
YouTube — channel 
since 2016, which is 
developing an unique 
creative life and fol- 
lowing, currently at 
over two million 
views. 

As the description 


’ — 


" 
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on their YouTube 
page states ... What 
brings them 
(Ma’ayan Band) to- 
gether is the desire to 
deliver the message 
of unity and connec- 
tion no matter the 
differences between 


people. 
One particular 
song, Shalom Ale- 


ichem, is doing very 
well. It is a musical 
prayer with lyrics 
from the Kabbalists 
of Safed, 16th Cen- 
tury with the music 
of Israel Goldfarb, 
1918. 

“It was the first 
song we recorded to- 
gether... it felt 
strong, magical. 
There is an inner 
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Behind The Scenes With... The Maayan Band 


power and listeners 
get it.” 

With 1.8 million 
views of this song in 
almost four years, 
there obviously is a 
magnetism that res- 
onates with people. 

There have been 
comments such as, 


‘we don’t understand 
the lyrics but it melts 
our hearts’. 

The video can be 
viewed at 
www.youtube.com/w 
atch?v=913jZFLibdE 


Dina comments 
that since they are 
virtual now, “it is 
even more important 
not to stop, to con- 
tinue.” 

Their collaboration 
with other friends 
and the live broad- 
casts the group does 
with different guests 
helps to create mo- 
mentum. Some work 
with members of the 
Lemon Bucket 
Orkestra or with par- 
ticular friends from 


—o- 


the Ukraine, Arme- 
nia, and Georgia all 
enrich the group’s 
process and reper- 
toire. 

Dima elaborates on 
the intimacy of their 
live events which 
leads to more con- 
nections with the au- 


dience 
discussion. 

This same theme of 
knowing people, feel- 
ing connected in your 
neighbourhood with 
the regular’ ex- 
changes of everyday 
life, helps to create 
that sense of commu- 
nity within a metro- 
politan area, such as 
Toronto, where most 
of the members of 
the Ma’ayan Band 
live. 

You may contact 
the group at maayan- 
band@gmail.com, 
visit their website at 
www.maayanband.c 
om, and follow them 
on FB at www.face- 
book.com/maayan- 
band. 


through 


While Yuri 
Kaplonovich_ works 
in nearby George- 
town, he and his fam- 
ily live in Caledon. 

He was recently 
featured as an artist 
in Peel Weekly News 
in my column, 
Thumbnail Sketches. 

It is evident that the 
Ma’ayan Band is an 
important creative 
outlet with — like- 
minded friends for 
him. 

An active member 
of Headwaters Arts, 
Yuri’s work often 
hangs in various 
shows in their gallery 
at the Alton Mill Arts 
Centre. 

The microcosm of 
the Ma’ayan Band, 
with their diversity of 
languages, different 
backgrounds and 
countries of origin, 
aptly shows the 
power of what Yuri 
says so simply, “Peo- 
ple know from a long 
time ago, love is what 
connects us.” 

Is it not time then, 
in this brave new 
decade, to consider 
our connections, 
each one with the 
other? 


Along with her 
busy photography 
and arts practice, 
E.C. Munson writes 
regularly about 
other artists, arts or- 
ganizations, and the 
creative expression 
found around us in 
the most unexpected 
places and delightful 
manners. 

She writes several 
columns for various 
newsletters and on- 
line media, such as 
Peel Weekly News. 
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